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In October, arctic winds sweep across
Canada. The days grow short. In a chilled
marsh, whooping cranes raise their red
heads to greet the cold wind.

It's time to fly south to the warm waters
of the Gulf of Mexico. When the wind is
strong enough, the huge cranes leap into the
air and leave the cold marsh behind.

After many days of flying, the air grows
balmy. Gracefully, the cranes glide down to
their winter home. The Texas air is calm and
the sun is gentle. Whooping cranes feast on
crabs, snails, and small fish. With full bellies,



they fall asleep under the autumn moon.
When they wake, they call softly to one
another. Ker-L OOOOQO. Ker-L OOOOQO,

A single crane bows its head and flaps
its wings. Then it leaps into the air and throws
its head back. Its beak reaches for the sky.

Others join the dance. Some dance
alone. Some dance in pairs. Sometimes, the
whole flock dances together.

Across the marsh, red heads bob.
Cranes leap and stretch toward the starry
sky. White feathers flash in the moonlight. All
winter, they eat, rest, and dance.

In April, the whooping cranes fly north
to Canada. There, a single crane bows to its
mate. The dance begins again. The crane flaps
its wings and leaps into the air. Its mate
returns the bow, flaps its wings, and runs
toward the leaping bird.

When the spring dance is over, the
cranes pair off to build nests. For a while, the
dancing stops. They are too busy babysitting to
dance.



When whoopers are young, they need the right food and
plenty of exercise to build strong legs and wings. At five
months old, chicks must be strong enough to fly from
Canada to Texas.

The chicks spend the summer eating and
growing. In late summer, the crane families
gather once more. As a group, they begin to
bow and leap. The nearly grown chicks flap,
jump, and stretch. Soon, the entire flock is
bowing, leaping, and stretching. Even before
the chicks learn to fly, they learn to dance.
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