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STOP THE TRUCK!

Chapter 
One 1

In October 2006, workers witnessed an 
unusual sight. While driving through Manning 
Park in southern British Columbia in Canada, 
they saw an owl in the middle of the road. It 
wasn’t just any owl, though. It was a spotted 
owl—a rare and endangered (en-DAYN-
jerd) animal.

The owl was alive, but she was weak. 
The men wanted to help her. They put the 
injured bird in a box and drove her to a 
wildlife rehabilitation (ree-huh-bil-uh-TAY-
shun) center, a special hospital for sick and 
injured wild animals.

Adult female spotted owls usually weigh 
about one and one-half pounds. The injured 
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owl weighed just one pound—one-third less 
than it should have. The medical staff at the 
South Okanagan (oh-KAN-uh-gan) Rehab 
Centre for Owls force-fed the owl. She 
started to eat on her own, but she was still 
too weak to stand. 

Spotted owls are birds of prey. They 
hunt for their food while in flight. The injured 
owl had a severe eye injury. She had been 
unable to see well enough to hunt for her 
food. Before the work crew had found her, 
she had been slowly starving to death. 

The staff gave the owl antibiotics (an-
tih-bye-AH-tiks) and anti-inflammatory (an-
tih-in-FLAH-mih-tor-ee) medicine for her 
eye. If they could save her eye and make her 
strong again, they could release her into her 
ancient-growth forest home. Scientists call 
these forests ancient because the trees in 
them are at least 200 years old.

Sherri Klein founded the owl 
rehabilitation center. For twenty years, she 
had cared for sick and injured owls. This was 
the first spotted owl in her center. She and 
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her staff gave the bird the best care they 
could. It was important to try to save this 
owl.

Although there are between 3,000 and 
5,000 pairs of spotted owls throughout the 
world, scientists believe that as of 2008, 
there were only eleven spotted owls alive in 
British Columbia, the only area of Canada 
where spotted owls are found. Scientists 
estimate that more than 500 pairs once lived 
in this area. They believe that unless action is 
taken, the spotted owl will become extinct 
in Canada.

Rescue workers tried 
to help this injured 
and starved one-
pound spotted owl. 
The media attention 
and medical 
treatment by humans 
may have added 
stress to the 
protected bird. The 
owl died in their 
care, further 
reducing the number 
of spotted owls in 
the wild.
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