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A LEGEND IS BORN

Chapter 
One 1

As the leopard circled, the young 
shepherdess gathered her sheep and the 
little white bear who played with them. 
Waving a stick, she tried to scare the leopard 
away—but it was too late. The cat pounced. 
To save the cub, the girl jumped in front of 
the leopard and was killed.

News of this heroic (heh-ROH-ik) deed 
spread fast, and white bears from all over the 
land came to the girl’s funeral to honor her. 
To show how sad they were, the bears wore 
black bands on their arms.

They spoke about how the young girl 
had saved the cub from the leopard, and they 
cried. They wiped their tears, making the 
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black ink on their armbands run. As they 
hugged one another, they spread the ink to 
other bears.

They decided to leave the marks on 
their bodies to remember the little girl who 
gave her life for them. They thought their 
babies should have the marks as well. These 
white Chinese bear-cats, as they were once 
called, were now black-and-white pandas.

Leopards are the panda’s only natural enemy. Like the 
panda, the leopard is losing its habitat in China, and its 
range is getting smaller.
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This legend explains why pandas look 
the way they do. No one knows where the 
legend began, but the story takes place in 
Wolong Valley in China, where the giant 
panda still lives. There are many different 
versions of the legend.

No one in the West had ever even 
heard of the giant panda until 1869, when 

French missionary 
(MIH-shuh-nayr-ee) 
Armand David was 
given the skin of a 
giant panda. Later, 
the Field Museum 
of Natural History 
in Chicago hired 
hunters to shoot 
one and bring it back 
to the museum. 
About fifty years 
later, Americans 
began to fall in love 
with the cuddly-
looking creatures. 

Armand David traveled to 
China to teach people about 
his religion. He became 
interested in the plants and 
animals there, and collected 
many samples for French 
scientists.
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A panda cub explores its surroundings near its mother. 
Cubs stay with their mothers until they are two years 
old.
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These bears are usually the most 
popular animal in the zoo. Although people 
love them, the bears are endangered (en-
DAYN-jerd).

By 2008, conservationists (kon-sir-
VAY-shuh-nists) and scientists estimated 
there were only between 1,500 and 3,000 
pandas living in the wild. If something were 
not done to preserve their environment 
(en-VYE-urn-ment) and to help save them, 
the giant panda would become extinct.

In panda reserves, the bears live in groups. In the wild, 
however, pandas are solitary animals.
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