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The Tiger and 
the Mouse

Chapter 
One 1

The power and intelligence of tigers gives 
them an important place in the culture, 
imagination, and mythology of the people of 
Southeast Asia, as shown by this folktale 
from Cambodia: 

A tiger wandered to a pond in the 
scorching jungle heat. A thirsty mouse was 
drinking there already. The tiger licked its lips 
and crept noiselessly toward this potential 
snack. With a quick swipe, the mouse was 
trapped in the tiger’s paws. 

“Mouse, you are so puny,” said the 
hungry tiger, “but I think I’ll eat you anyway.”

The mouse struggled and squirmed in 
vain against the tiger’s grasp. He squeaked at 
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the tiger, pleading for his life. “Please, sir, let 
me go! I am very small, I admit. I certainly 
wouldn’t make much of a meal for you. But 
you never know, sir, when a friend like me 
may come in handy.”

The tiger nearly collapsed from laughter. 
A mouse as his friend? It was too much. 
Wiping tears from his eyes, he set the mouse 
free. “I can’t imagine when I would need a 
friend like you, Mouse. But you are bold, I’ll 
give you that. I will spare your life today. 
Besides, if I ate you, I would still be hungry.”

The next day the tiger roamed the jungle 
looking for something to eat. Suddenly, he 
was lifted off the ground and was hanging 
upside down in a net of rope. He had sprung 
a trap made by hunters from the village. He 
struggled and squirmed but could not free 
himself from the thick cords. 

Before long, the mouse walked by and 
looked up at the helpless tiger. “Oh my, 
Tiger,” he said, “what has happened to you?” 

“Please, friend Mouse, can you help me? 
I am caught in a trap. If the hunters find me, 

Bengal Tiger book.indd   6 7/7/08   3:13:45 PM



�

they will surely kill me!” The mouse quickly 
remembered the tiger’s kindness from before. 
He jumped onto the net and chewed through 
the ropes with his sharp teeth. In no time the 
trap came crashing to the ground, freeing the 
tiger. The tiger could not thank him enough, 
and told him that he would remember his 
kindness forever. 

Just as in this ancient story, the tiger 
doesn’t stand a chance against humans, its 
only natural enemy. Tigers are threatened 
with extinction (ek-STINK-shun). Does the 
tiger have any friends left to save it today?

A tiger’s roar contains 
many different sounds 
made all at once, some 
too low to be heard by 
human ears. These low 
sounds can travel up to 
two miles.
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