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PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The facts on which this book is based have been thoroughly researched. 
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(“before Christ”) and AD (anno Domini,  “in the year of the Lord”).
 

PLB / PLB2 / PLB2

Egyptian Treasures pr#3.indd   2 1/4/12   9:34 AM



Chapter One ..................................................................5 
A Monumental Ego

Chapter Two ................................................................. 11
The Valley of the Kings

Chapter Three ...............................................................15
The Pyramids

Chapter Four .................................................................19
Other Important Sites in Danger

Chapter Five .................................................................23
What Can Be Done?

What You Can Do .......................................................27 
Timeline .......................................................................28
Find Out More ..............................................................29
Works Consulted .........................................................29
Glossary ........................................................................31
Index ............................................................................32

TABLE OF CONTENTSTABLE OF CONTENTS

Words in bold type can be found in the glossary.

Egyptian Treasures pr#2.indd   3 1/4/12   9:24 AM



5

A Monumental Ego

Chapter 
One 1

A Monumental Ego

Egypt is one of the oldest civilizations in the 
world. Its history reaches back more than 
5,000 years. It is an important country for 
archaeologists (ar-kee-AH-luh-jists). 
Archaeologists study ancient civilizations to 
learn how people lived during those times.

For much of its history, Egypt was 
ruled by a pharaoh (FAH-roh), or king. 
One of the most famous pharaohs was 
Rameses (RAM-zeez) II. His rule began about 
1279 BCE and lasted for more than 65 years. 
Historians call him Rameses the Great. By 
Egyptian standards, even his personal life was 
“great.” He had dozens of wives and about 
200 children.
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Rameses thought very highly of himself. 
He built many monuments throughout Egypt 
that honored him. The most famous was Abu 
Simbel (AH-boo SIM-bell). It was carved out 
of solid rock on a steep hill that overlooks 
the Nile River, Egypt’s most important 
waterway. 

Four huge statues of Rameses are seated 
at the front of Abu Simbel. These statues are 
70 feet high. More statues of Rameses are 

Two of ancient 
Egypt’s most 
important gods 
honor Rameses. 
Seth, the 
lord of Lower 
(northern) 
Egypt, is on 
the left. Horus, 
who represents 
Upper Egypt, 
stands to the 
right.
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The waters of Lake Nasser lap on the shoreline just 
below the current location of Abu Simbel. The temple’s 
original site has been underwater since the early 1960s.

inside. Rameses thought he was so important 
that he even included a statue of himself 
seated next to three gods that were 
worshiped by ancient Egyptians. 

In the twentieth century, Abu Simbel 
became one of Egypt’s most famous tourist 
attractions. Thousands of people visited it 
every year. They brought a lot of money into 
the country.
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The statue of Rameses the Great inside 
the temple in Abu Simbel stands over 30 
feet tall. The walls are covered with rows 
of carvings that explain some of Rameses’ 
accomplishments.
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In the early 1960s, the Egyptian 
government planned to build a large dam on 
the Nile River. Known as the Aswan Dam, it 
would provide electrical power and would 
regulate (REH-gyuh-layt) the amount of 
water that could be used for growing crops. 
However, the dam would create a huge lake, 
called Lake Nasser, that would put Abu 
Simbel under nearly 200 feet of water. The 
famous monument would be gone forever.

The Egyptians didn’t want to lose the 
monument. They were very proud of what 
their ancestors (AN-ses-turs) had done, 
and Abu Simbel was a symbol of this pride in 
their history. People all over the world felt 
the same way, so they worked together to 
save it. First, they carefully dismantled the 
monument. Then they put it back together 
higher up the hill. This process took four 
years and cost millions of dollars, but the 
effort paid off. Tourists continue to flock  
to Abu Simbel. Its story, so far, has had a 
happy ending. 
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