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CHAPTER
ONE

5

Playing soccer is Brian McBride’s favorite
thing to do. In September 2000, he was playing
for a professional (pruh-FEH-shuh-nuhl) team
in England. Brian was having a great time. He
was playing very well. The fans liked him.

One night, Brian finished a game with his
team. He felt good. Then he noticed something
strange. There was a big lump in his armpit. His
arm was swelling fast. Something was very
wrong.

Brian went to the doctor. The doctor said
he had a blood clot in his upper arm. Brian had
to have an operation right away. He could not
play soccer any more that year.

A FRIGHTENING
DISCOVERY
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CHAPTER ONE

Mexico’s Manuel Vidrio (left) goes for the ball against
Brian during the 2002 World Cup second-round
playoffs. The game was played at Jeonju World Cup
Stadium in Jeonju, South Korea, in June 2002.
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A FRIGHTENING DISCOVERY

Brian had more medical problems the next
year. He had another blood clot in his right
arm. He had to have a serious operation to
solve the problem. Doctors had to remove one
of his ribs to relieve the pressure on his veins.
Brian was very sick. Some people said he
would never play soccer again. The thought
made Brian very sad. He decided to do
whatever he had to in order to play the sport
he loved so much.

Finally, the doctors gave Brian good news.
The operation had worked. Brian would not
have any more blood clots. The doctors told
him he could do anything he wanted. Best of
all, he could rejoin his soccer team!

By 2002, Brian McBride was playing
professional soccer again. He went on to
continue his successful career both in the
United States and in England. He also got
married and became a father.

Getting sick was a scary experience for
Brian. But he refused to let his illness stop him
from achieving his goals. After his illness,
Brian’s life became better than ever.
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