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A DIFFERENT WORLD
Picture the world millions of years ago. A

large dinosaur is standing in a lake. It is eating a
plant. The earth’s climate (KLY-met) is different
than it is today. It is warmer. There are lots of
plants that grow well in warm weather.

Large creatures are swimming in the
oceans. Some fly in the air. Smaller animals
scurry about on the ground. But mainly there
are dinosaurs of all sizes. Some peacefully eat
plants. Others are meat eaters. Meat eaters eat
other animals—including dinosaurs!

There are no people there. Most of the
animals that you can name today do not exist,
either. Dinosaurs rule the world.
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CHAPTER ONE

Ornithomimus (or-NIH-thoe-MIE-mus), or “bird mimic,” was like an
ostrich in some ways. It could run faster than 35 miles per hour.
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The dinosaur in the lake keeps eating. It
probably does not think about the future. It
does not think that someday all the dinosaurs
might be gone.

But they will.

This flying reptile, called a pteranodon (teh-RAH-nuh-
don), lived about 80 million years ago. It ate a lot of
fish.
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CHAPTER ONE

What happened to the dinosaurs?

That is a question people have been
asking for many years. It is a big mystery. No
one knows the answer.

Dinosaurs lived on the earth for over
180 million years. You have probably heard of
them. Maybe you have seen drawings of them
in books. Perhaps you have seen them in
movies or on television.

One dinosaur was Tyrannosaurus (tie-
RAN-oh-SAWR-us) rex. Sometimes it is called
T. rex. It was 20 feet tall. Its teeth were sharp as
knives. It had two small front arms and walked
on its strong back legs. T. rex was a meat eater.
Movies often use T. rex when they want to
show a scary dinosaur.

Not all dinosaurs were so frightening.
Brachiosaurus (bray-kee-o-SAWR-us) was one
of the largest dinosaurs. It was as long as two
school buses put end to end. It ate plants and
was peaceful. Apatosaurus (uh-POT-uh-SAWR-
us) was another large dinosaur. It could be
90 feet long and also ate plants.
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A DIFFERENT WORLD

Tyrannosaurus rex was a meat-eating dinosaur.

These are just three of the many kinds of
dinosaurs. But why are they not here
anymore?
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