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An Island of Secrets
No one knew why the powerful Uoke did

not like islands. And no one could stop this
gigantic god from doing what he liked to do
best. Uoke would go to an island, stick his huge
lever underneath it, and fling it into the sea.
There, the island would sink.

When Uoke got to one particular island in
the Pacific Ocean, his lever broke in the island’s
hard volcanic rock. He was unable to sink it,
and the land that would later be known as
Easter Island was saved.

The story of Uoke is only one of many
legends associated with this tiny island, which
is steeped in mystery and tragedy. Easter Island
is filled with unknowns: Where did the people
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CHAPTER ONE

originally come from? What happened to all the
trees? Did the people really eat one another?
Most curiously, how did they build the
hundreds of 30-foot-high stone statues that dot
the landscape?

The stone giants, called moai, solemnly
keep watch over the land. Many have large
strong foreheads, a long nose and jaws, and
extended ears. Some are on the coast and
others are miles inland. Some are standing on
stone platforms, called ahu, and others have
fallen down. Some statues are wearing
headdresses made of red stone, and others
have large pieces of coral for eyes.

Archaeologists (ar-kee-AH-luh-jists) and
engineering (en-jeh-NEER-ring) experts over
the last few hundred years have debated and
tried to guess how these enormous stone
structures were built and moved. Just as
mysterious is why the people stopped making
them. A few dozen statues remain on the island
uncompleted, even though thousands of
stonecutting tools were left scattered about.
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AN ISLAND OF SECRETS

Moai on the slope of Rano Raraku face the sea from Easter Island.
Are they supposed to be looking at something in particular? Notice
the shape of the chins and the length of the ears. Some people
believe these are clues as to who built these giant wonders.
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These archaeologists and students use a knotted rope to measure
the height of this statue. The head is about 20 feet tall. However,
part of the statue may be buried.
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AN ISLAND OF SECRETS

All but a handful of the statues built on
Easter Island are made up of compressed ash
from the volcanoes—rock that is especially
good for carving. No one can explain why the
work stopped so abruptly, with many statues
left unfinished. Was there a war between
neighboring tribes? Did a disease spring up
and kill the strongest workers? Was there an
earthquake? If so, would these superstitious
people have believed that one of their angry
gods had sent the quake, so they stopped
building?

To try to understand the mysteries of Easter
Island, it is important to understand where it lies
and what types of people lived there.
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