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Rainy Days
People enjoy the many bright, sunny days

that are common in Southern California. But
there was no sunshine in Southern California
on January 10, 2005. It was yet another day of
heavy rainfall that had lasted for more than two
weeks. The wet weather caused problems for
the beachside community of La Conchita (lah
kohn-CHEE-tuh). The roads south of town were
flooded. A small mudslide had closed the
highway north of town.

La Conchita resident Dena Hayess took
pictures of the mudslide north of town. Then
she returned home. She sat on her porch and
talked on the telephone. Suddenly, the earth
began shaking. She left the porch to look
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around the corner of her house. Much to her
surprise, a house slid by.

Bill Harbison had recently moved to La
Conchita. He decided to take his bicycle to see
the storm damage. He looked up when he
heard what sounded like a loud pop. Part of a
mountain overlooking La Conchita had
collapsed (kuh-LAPST). Thousands of tons of
mud were speeding toward the town.

Brie Brazelton was at a store near her
home when she heard rumbling like an
earthquake (URTH-kwake). She left for home.
But soon she had to change directions. A wall
of mud was coming toward her. She ran for
her life.

Diane Hart had just finished eating lunch
when she looked out her kitchen window. She
saw people running and screaming. She felt the
rumbling and ran for a coat closet a few yards
away. The closet was filled with pillows and
blankets. She had waited in the closet earlier in
the day when La Conchita was under a tornado
warning. As she reached the closet, she saw
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RAINY DAYS

the roof coming down. Her home started
collapsing. Boards, rocks, and mud pushed at
Diane Hart’s closet from all sides. She couldn’t
get out.

Brie Brazleton (left) is comforted after the La
Conchita mudslide. She ran from a wall of mud
coming toward her.
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