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CHAPTER
ONE

5

It is lunchtime on August 24 in A.D. 79.
A family gets ready to eat. Slaves bring their
food. But the family will never eat it.

The family lives in the city of Pompeii
(pom-PAY). Pompeii is part of the Roman
Empire. Rome is very powerful and controls
many other countries.

Pompeii is a busy city of 20,000 people.
It is on the Bay of Naples in southern Italy,
about 150 miles south of Rome. It has a
pleasant climate, and people go there for
vacation. Pottery and glass are made in
Pompeii. So is cloth for clothing. There are

LUNCHTIME
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CHAPTER ONE

The remains of a bakery in Pompeii. The eruption
happened so quickly that some loaves of bread
were left baking.
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LUNCHTIME

bakeries and laundries. People buy food in a
large outdoor market. They watch plays in
theaters and pray to gods in temples.

Pompeii is a very modern city for the
time. Gutters in the street carry away sewage.
Pipes bring in fresh water. There are three
public baths so the people can stay clean.

Several miles away is a mountain. It is
called Vesuvius (vuh-SOO-vee-us). People
hunt in its woods. They plant fruit orchards on
its slopes. Vesuvius seems like a friendly
neighbor.

It is not. Vesuvius is actually a volcano
(vahl-KAY-no). Nobody in Pompeii knows that.
It has not erupted for over one thousand
years. But that does not mean it cannot erupt
again.

Early in August of A.D. 79, unusual things
begin happening. Several tremors (TREH-
murs) occur. Tremors are small vibrations of
the earth. Some wells dry up. On August 20
there is a bigger earthquake. Birds get quiet.

vesuvius_bkreprint2 7/7/06, 1:58 PM7



8

CHAPTER ONE

In Washington State in 1980, Mount St. Helens
erupted. When Mt. Vesuvius erupted, it might
have looked a lot like this.
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LUNCHTIME

Horses and cattle are excited. These are signs
that Vesuvius is about to erupt.

But nothing seems unusual at lunchtime
on August 24. Just as the food is served to the
family, there is a loud roar. Vesuvius is erupting!
Hot rocks and gases from the volcano shoot
17 miles into the air.

The family runs outside. An angry black
cloud covers the sun. It is dark as night.
Earthquakes shake the ground. Vesuvius is
spitting fire.

Many people are running out of Pompeii.
The family runs, too. They leave behind their
house and all their possessions. The road is
crowded and dark. Everyone is scared.

The family is lucky. They escape
unharmed. Others are not so lucky. They
decide to stay and take shelter in their homes.
They think they are safe.

They are wrong.
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