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SHAKE, RATTLE,
AND ROLL!

“Mom! Toby peed on me!” I cried as my
cat shot across the living room floor. Just then, I
heard a low rumble. The house began to shake.
“Earthquake!” (URTH-qwake) I shouted.

My legs wobbled. I couldn’t stand up to
run. Quickly, I crawled into the kitchen and got
under the table. The floor rocked under me. It
was like being in my father’s small boat out on
San Francisco Bay. My grandmother’s old clock
began to chime.

“Cover your head!” Mom shouted.

Water splashed from a pot onto the hot
stove. Mom held on to the counter. She
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CHAPTER ONE

Earthquakes are noisy. People often say an earthquake sounds like
loud thunder. You might hear things falling around you. The sound of
this building collapsing must have been deafening.
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SHAKE, RATTLE, AND ROLL!

reached to turn off the burner. Knives and forks
bounced on the table over my head. Whole
onions and potatoes rolled to the floor. The
screen door slammed again and again.

The rumbling grew. It sounded like
thunder coming from under the ground.

Canisters fell over. They dumped coffee,
sugar, and flour everywhere. Cooking oil cut a
river through the mess.

The rumble swelled into the loudest, most
terrifying roar I’d ever heard.

A chunk of plaster fell from the ceiling. It
exploded at my mother’s feet. Overhead,
something pelted the roof. Was the roof going
to collapse on us?
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