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A Horrible Way to Die
Life had always been the same for nine-

year-old William. He lived in an English village
in 1348. His whole family got up early and
worked in the fields all day. Then they ate
dinner and went to bed.

One fall day, a frightened man hurried
through the village. He said a deadly disease
had just arrived in England. Other travelers
followed. The disease seemed to be getting
closer.

Soon afterward, a villager complained of a
headache and very sore legs. His body shook
with chills. Angry red blotches broke out on his
chest. Several swollen lumps on his body grew
to the size of eggs. They turned black and then
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burst. He coughed and sneezed and vomited
blood. He tossed and turned in agony. Within
four days, he was dead.

By this time, other villagers were sick.
They began dying as well. Everyone was very
frightened of this mysterious illness.

Many people in the village believed God
was punishing them for their sins. William’s
parents prayed even more than they usually
did. They hoped their family would be spared.

It wasn’t. William’s older brother John
became ill. Two days later, his sister Maud was
sick, and then Thomas and Henry. The day
Henry died, William’s father came down with
the disease.

William’s father was the last villager to die
of the Black Plague (PLAYG). No one else got
sick. The survivors buried their dead friends,
relatives, and neighbors.

Someone said more than 200 people lived
in the village before the disease struck. When it
was over, there were less than 100. William’s
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mother married a man who had lost his wife.
The plague had also claimed three of the man’s
five children.

For William, life would go on—but he
would never forget what happened to his family
in the year 1348.

Red blotches and ugly black bumps cover the bodies of two plague
victims. The doctor behind them tries to protect himself by holding
flowers. Many people believed that flowers could prevent or cure the
sickness.
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