
Everywhere across the United States, children from other 
countries are joining American classrooms. How can 
their classmates prepare? Learning about the culture, 
geography, and history of the new student’s native 
country can help smooth the transition. Greeting the 
student with a few words in his or her language, making 
a traditional craft, and whipping up a well-known dish are 
all sure to help the child feel welcome. In this vibrant and 
colorful series, students and teachers can fi nd out how to 
Meet a New Student—and maybe make a new friend.

Danny Parker and his fourth-grade classmates in rural 
New York are excited to meet Franco, a boy who will be 
joining their school from Zambia. Their teacher prepares 
nshima and pineapple chutney, and the students weave 
baskets to prepare for his arrival. They also learn that 
Zambia is a rare landlocked country where people can see 
lions, rhinos, and elephants. It is home to such wondrous 
sites as Victoria Falls and the Zambezi River. 

Zambia was once one of the major copper-producing 
nations in the world. But a poor economy and a deadly 
disease have caused a lot of despair in Zambia, as they 
have throughout much of Africa. Danny and his friends 
are eager to welcome Franco to their school, where he 
will have a chance to rebuild his life after AIDS devastated 
his family.
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Chapter

Announcement
Mr. Sagarin Makes an

It was a sleepy Monday morning—sleepier than 
usual. It was the fi rst day back after spring break, 
and everyone in my fourth-grade class—including 
me—was yawning like crazy.

Even though I like school a lot, and I really like my 
teacher, Mr. Sagarin—he lets us call him Fred—I was 
wishing I still had one day of vacation left. But here 
we were, getting ready for class at Eleanor Roosevelt 
Elementary School in the small town where I live in 
the Hudson Valley area of New York. 

The snow had fi nally melted, and the warming 
spring air seemed to make everyone even sleepier. 
But I was sure Mr. Sagarin would liven things up real 
soon. He lives on a farm and is always bringing in 
cool things to share, like snakes or frogs or some 
type of vegetable that he grew. One time he even 
brought his horse.

But nothing could prepare any of us for how Mr. 
Sagarin looked that morning. He walked in slowly, 
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Mr. Sagarin Makes an Announcement

Total Area:  
290,586 square miles  
(752,618 square kilometers) 

Population:  
11,862,740 (July 2009 estimate)

Capital City: Lusaka

Monetary Unit: Zambian kwacha (ZMK)

Ethnic Groups: Africans (includes 
Bemba, Tonga, Chewa, Lozi, Nsenga, 
Tumbuka, Ngoni, Lala, Kaonde, Lunda, 
and others

Religions: Christianity, Islam, and 
Hinduism, with some people practicing 
indigenous beliefs

Official Languages: Bemba (official), 
Nyanja (official), Tonga (official), Lozi 
(official), Chewa, Nsenga, Tumbuka. 
Lunda (official), Kaonde (official), Lala, 
Luvale (official), English (official)

Chief Exports: Copper, cobalt, 
electricity, tobacco, flowers, cotton

FACTS ABOUT REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA

Where in the World
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Mr. Sagarin Makes an AnnouncementMr. Sagarin Makes an Announcement

wearing a colorful wrap on his head and a long 
fl owing red, blue, and yellow dress over his clothes. 
And he was balancing a jug of water on his head. 

At fi rst everyone was laughing, but then we 
quieted down and watched, worried that he might 
spill the water.

We all sighed when he fi nally made it to his desk 
and put down the jug. Then we stared as he removed 
the dress and then the wrap from his head. We 
didn’t know why he wore those things or what they 
were, but we knew they weren’t from his farm.

Mr. Sagarin pulled down a large colorful map of 
the world. “Class,” he said, “I have a very exciting 
announcement to make. Tomorrow, we will have a 
new student in our class from a country very far 
away.”

“Where, Fred?” I 
blurted out, without 
raising my hand. I 
was suddenly wide 
awake. It’s not 
often you get to 
meet someone 
who was born in 
another country.

“Well, Mr. Danny 
Parker, even though 
you called out without 
raising your hand, I’ll 
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Chapter 1Chapter 1 Mr. Sagarin Makes an Announcement

answer the question.” Mr. Sagarin took his laser 
pointer and moved it from New York very slowly to 
the right, then went lower and lower until he reached 
the continent of Africa. There, he moved it over 
Liberia, Nigeria, and Egypt, and then even lower. 
Finally he settled the pointer on a small country next 
to Angola.

Girls pump water at a local well. They will fi ll several jugs and carry 
the water back to their homes. Not many areas of Zambia have 
indoor plumbing. 
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Mr. Sagarin Makes an AnnouncementMr. Sagarin Makes an Announcement

“Here,” he said. “Franco is from the country of 
Zambia.” He pronounced it ZAM-bee-ya.

“Zambia?” I asked. “Where exactly is that?” But 
before I could fi nish my sentence, other kids began 
calling out questions of their own.

“Is Franco a boy or a girl?”
“Does he wear a dress like the one you’re 

wearing?
“What do they eat there?”
“Do they play baseball?”
Mr. Sagarin raised his hands and calmed everyone 

down. He told us our questions were very good, and 
that most of them would probably be answered in 
a few moments when he told us a little bit about 
Franco.

“First, Franco is a ten-year-old boy,” he explained. 
“He loves to play soccer, tag, and checkers. The 
colorful clothes I wore today are typical of what 
Zambian girls wear.”

By the end of the day, Mr. Sagarin fi lled us in on 
some of the details of Franco’s life. We learned that 
Franco spoke a little English, but that his main 
language was a dialect of Zulu. He told us Zambia 
is in sub-Saharan Africa. We learned that Zambia 
used to be a British colony—which is why some 
people there speak English. 

But then we learned that Zambia is one of the 
countries in Africa where a terrible disease called 
AIDS has killed a lot of people. Franco’s parents 
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Mr. Sagarin Makes an Announcement

A girl washes 
clothes in a metal 
tub as she cares for 
a younger sibling. 
Many children carry 
younger brothers 
and sisters on their 
backs.
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both died of AIDS, and there are millions of children 
like Franco in Africa. Franco was an orphan who 
lived in the forest, or, as Mr. Sagarin called it, the 
African bush.

I felt sad for Franco, but I also could not wait to 
meet him.

Children enjoy seeing images of themselves on a digital camera.
Many of the poor children in Zambia have never seen a photo of 
themselves.
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