
Everywhere across the United States, children from 
other countries are joining American classrooms. 
How can their classmates prepare? Learning about the 
culture, geography, and history of the new student’s 
native country can help smooth the transition. Greeting 
the student with a few words in his or her language, 
making a traditional craft, and whipping up a well-known 
dish are all sure to help the child feel welcome. In this 
vibrant and colorful series, students and teachers can 
fi nd out how to Meet a New Student—and maybe make 
a new friend. 

A new student from Tanzania is joining Jack’s third-
grade class and everyone is curious. Read about this 
African land that was shaped by ancient volcanoes. 
Millions of years ago, ash from a volcano hardened 
around human footprints. These fossils show that 
humans walked in Tanzania, standing on two feet, more 
than 3 million years ago. Animals now live in a huge 
crater left after a volcano collapsed. Find out about the 
Maasai, one of the many tribal people of East Africa who 
still live in traditional ways. Then join Jack and his class 
in preparing a traditional East African food called ugali 
and welcoming a New Student from Tanzania. Jambo! 
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To refl ect current usage, we have chosen to 
use the secular era designations BCE
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(“before the common era”) and CE (“of the 
common era”) instead of the traditional
designations BC (“before Christ”) and AD 
(anno Domini, “in the year of the Lord”).
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Chapter

Soccer Player
A New

Jack ran to the end of his driveway, hoping he wasn’t 
too late. His backpack bounced as he pumped his 
arms. Just as he reached his mailbox, the school bus 
pulled up. 

“Late again, Jack?” asked the bus driver with a 
smile. 

“Good morning,” said Jack, panting. What a relief! 
He sat down next to his friend Luke. They were in the 
same third-grade class at Putney Elementary School.

It was the second week of school and the leaves 
were just beginning to change. Next month, people 
from all over would be driving through his little Vermont 
village to enjoy the fall colors. Leaf peepers, they were 
called. Every year around that time, Jack and Luke 
had a contest to see who could spot more out-of-
state license plates. But today they had other things 
to think about. There was a soccer game that after-
noon. It was their fi rst of the season.
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A New Soccer Player

Total Area 
364,900 square miles  
(includes 22,805 square miles of water) 

Population 
39,384,223 (July 2007 estimate)

Capital City 
Dodoma

Monetary Unit 
Tanzanian shilling

Religions 
Mainland: Christianity, Islam, indigenous 
beliefs 
Zanzibar: more than 99 percent Muslim 
(Islam)

Languages 
Kiswahili or Swahili; English (for commerce); 
and some Arabic

Chief Exports 
Gold, coffee, cashew nuts, manufactures, 
cotton

FACTS ABOUT THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA

Where in the World
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“We beat them last year,” said Jack. He remem-
bered the game well. He had scored the winning 
goal.

“But I heard they’ve got three new players,” said 
Luke. 

“I wish we had more soccer players at our school,” 
added Jack. 

The bus stopped in front of the school building, and 
everyone got off. Jack and Luke tossed their jackets 
into their cubbies and made it to homeroom just as 
the bell rang. 

Ms. Griffith was writing something on the board. 
“Good morning, class,” she said. “I have an important 
announcement to make.”

Jack thought the teacher was going to talk about 
the soccer game that afternoon. That was the only 
thing on his mind. 

“We are getting a new student next week,” Ms. 
Griffith continued. “He is from Tanzania, and his name 
is . . .” She wrote Saitoti Eliapenda on the board. “Sy-
ah-toh-tee El-ee-ah-pen-dah,” she said slowly. 

“That’s a cool name,” said Katie.
“It sure is a long name,” added Lisa. She repeated 

the nine syllables softly.
“After we learn how to say his name,” Ms. Griffith 

went on, “we will learn about his country, Tanzania, 
which is in East Africa. We will also learn about his 
people, the Maasai.” She wrote Maasai on the board. 
The class repeated the word: “Mah-SY.”
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Chapter 1

“Are the Maasai the only people in Tanzania?” 
asked Luke.

“The Maasai are just one group of tribal people 
who live in Tanzania,” explained Ms. Griffi th. “There 
are other tribal people with different customs than the 
Maasai. These different groups tend to live 
separately.”

“Does everyone live in villages?” asked Anja.
“Not everyone, but more African people live in 

villages than in cities. Dar es Salaam is the largest city 
in Tanzania.” She wrote that name on the board. “It 
was the capital, and has more people and more jobs 
than any other city in Tanzania. Another city is Dodoma. 
Dodoma is the new capital of Tanzania.” She walked 
over to the wall map. “Dodoma is in the center of the 
country. Another city in Tanzania is Arusha. Arusha is 
here, near the border with Kenya, which is another 
country in Africa. It’s a big tourist center. Arusha is a 
base for people who are going on safaris. What 
animals would you see on an African safari?” she 
asked the class.

“Lions!”
“Elephants!”
Ms. Griffi th wrote the names of the animals on the 

board.
“Hippos.”
“Rhinoceroses.”
The list grew longer.
Jack raised his hand. “Yes, Jack?” said Ms. Griffi th.
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Chapter 1

Most Maasai men 
shave their heads. They 
wear jewelry and hair 
extensions as decorations. 
Red is the Maasai color. 
Both Maasai men and 
women wear this color.

9
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A New Soccer Player

The city of Arusha is home to about 300,000 
people. It is in the shadow of Mount Meru, 
an active volcano that last erupted in 
1910. Arusha is a busy “safari town,” where 
people from around the world start their 
adventure to see the exotic animals that 
roam the African plains.

10
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A New Soccer Player

“Do they play soccer in Tan-zuh-nee-ah?” He said 
the name of the country slowly and carefully.

Ms. Griffi th smiled. “Yes, Jack, they do. In fact, 
soccer is their national sport.”

“Yes!” Jack and Luke cheered together. 

A safari road cuts through a park in Africa. Most people go on a 
safari to see the animals. Many take pictures to show friends and 
family back home. But others on safari might hunt and kill the 
animals for sport. The animals in parks are protected. It is against 
the law for people to hunt or kill them there. 
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