
Everywhere across the United States, children from other 
countries are joining American classrooms. How can 
their classmates prepare? Learning about the culture, 
geography, and history of the new student’s native 
country can help smooth the transition. Greeting the 
student with a few words in his or her language, making 
a traditional craft, and whipping up a well-known dish are 
all sure to help the child feel welcome. In this vibrant and 
colorful series, students and teachers can fi nd out how to 
Meet a New Student—and maybe make a new friend.

A new student is joining Elysa’s third-grade class and 
everyone is trying to guess where he’s from. Their teacher 
has given them clues, but it’s up to the students to solve 
the mystery. Elysa fi gures out the new student is from 
Quebec, Canada, where most people speak French. But 
there is a lot more she and her classmates will discover 
about this province north of the United States. Read about 
how two settlements on the St. Lawrence River in “New 
France,” as it was called, grew into large cities: the capital, 
Quebec City, and Montreal, which is the second largest 
city of French-speaking people after Paris, France. Find 
out how the people of Quebec keep their traditions alive, 
then join Elysa and her class in preparing a Quebec treat 
and welcoming a new student from Quebec. Bonjour!
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All rights reserved. No part of this book
may be reproduced without written permission 
from the publisher. Printed and bound in the 
United States of America.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The facts on which the story 
in this book is based have been thoroughly 
researched. Documentation of such research 
can be found on page 44. While every possible 
effort has been made to ensure accuracy, the 
publisher will not assume liability for damages 
caused by inaccuracies in the data, and 
makes no warranty on the accuracy of the 
information contained herein.

Ce livre est dédié à Jéremy et sa famille. 
Merci! (This book is dedicated to Jéremy and 
his family. Thank you!)
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Chapter

Student
A Mystery

“I pledge allegiance to the fl ag,” Elysa began, “of 
the United States of America.” She and two of her 
friends from Ms. Nardella’s third-grade class were 
standing in the school offi ce. They were reciting the 
pledge of allegiance into a microphone. Everyone 
at Ossining Elementary School in Upstate New York 
could hear their voices. 

“And to the republic for which it stands . . .” The 
words were so familiar to Elysa, she hardly ever 
thought about what they meant. But this morning, 
the words seemed extra important.

Yesterday, just before the last bell, Ms. Nardella 
had told the class that they were getting a new 
student from another country. She told them that 
the new student was a boy. But she didn’t tell them 
which country he was from. “I’ll give you three 
clues,” she had said. She wrote them on the 
board:
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A Mystery Student

Total Area:  
595,000 square miles  
(1,541,000 square kilometers) 

Population:  
7,750,500 (2008 estimate)

Capital City: Quebec City

Monetary Unit: Canadian dollar

Ethnic Groups: Quebecois (or 
Francophones, Quebecers of French 
descent), Anglophones (Quebecers 
of British descent), and First Nations 
people

Religion: Roman Catholicism 
(unofficial)

Languages: French (official), English

Chief Exports: aluminum, airplanes, 
airplane parts, paper, copper, and 
alloys

Chief Industries: air-traffic control 
equipment, subway trains, helicopters, 
compact disks, software, air purifiers, 
and toys; space and aeronautics, 
pharmaceuticals, telecommunications, 
energy, transportation, and finance

FACTS ABOUT QUEBEC

Where in the World
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A Mystery Student

1. His country is in North America.
2. Ice hockey is the national sport.
3. Many people from this country speak French. 

When she was fi nished writing, Ms. Nardella turned 
back to the class. “Your homework tonight is to think 
about these clues and try to fi gure out which country 
our new student is from. You can use a map to help 
you.”

Last night, Elysa had looked at a world map in a 
big atlas her family kept next to the dictionary and 
an encyclopedia (en-sy-kloh-PEE-dee-uh). She found 
North America. She found the United States of 
America. Two of the other countries in North America 
were Mexico and Canada. Since Canada is colder 
than Mexico, she thought it probably had more ice 
for playing hockey. The homework was easy, but it 
left her with many questions. And that morning, she 
had even more.

Elysa and her friends fi nished the Pledge of 
Allegiance and walked to their classroom. The rest 
of the class was already in their seats. The three 
clues were still on the board. Ms. Nardella was calling 
on students who had raised their hands.

“I think the new student must be from France,” 
Rachel said. “People in France speak French.” She 
sounded very sure of herself. 

“But France is not in North America!” interrupted 
Julio. “France is in Europe!”
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Chapter 1Chapter 1 A Mystery Student

“That’s right, Julio,” said Ms. Nardella, “France is 
in Europe, not in North America. Our new student is 
not from France. Which of the three clues is the most 
helpful?” she asked.

Elysa raised her hand. “Yes, Elysa?” Ms. Nardella 
said.

“There are three large countries in North America,” 
explained Elysa. “The United States, Mexico, and 
Canada. The new student is from another country, 
so there’s a good chance he’s from either Canada 
or Mexico. The weather in Mexico is too hot to play 
ice hockey outside, even in the winter—so the new 
student is probably from Canada.”

“Good thinking,” complimented Ms. Nardella. 
“But people in Canada speak English just like we 

do in the United States,” said Jackson. 
“Our new student is from Québec,” said Ms. 

Nardella. She wrote the word on the board. Elysa 
noticed that there was a line, like a plane taking 
off, over the fi rst e. She pronounced the word kay-
BEK. “Québec is a province of Canada. A province 
is like a state. Most people in Québec speak 
French.”

“And play ice hockey!” added Julio.
Elysa wondered what else was different about life 

in Québec. 
“In English, we say the name KWUH-bek, and we 

don’t use the accent,” continued Ms. Nardella. “The 
new student’s name is Jéremy.” She wrote his name 
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A Mystery Student

on the board, under Québec. “We will learn some 
things about Québec before Jéremy joins our class 
next week.” Elysa noticed the same slanty line over 
the e in Jéremy as in Québec. She wanted to know 
what that meant, but she did not want to interrupt 
Ms. Nardella. There would be time to ask that, and 
many other questions, as they learned more about 
Quebec.

Québec

Children in Quebec are excited when they fi gure out that they 
have ten days left before Christmas vacation—and they all wave 
ten fi ngers in the air. They study many of the same subjects as U.S. 
children do.
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