
Everywhere across the United States, children from 
other countries are joining American classrooms. How 
can their classmates prepare? Learning about the 
culture, geography, and history of the new student’s 
native country can help smooth the transition. Greeting 
the student with a few words in his or her language, 
making a traditional craft, and whipping up a well-
known dish are all sure to help the child feel welcome. 
In this vibrant and colorful series, students and 
teachers can fi nd out how to Meet a New Student—and 
maybe make a new friend.

Nicaragua is a land of baseball and beautiful 
beaches, soaring mountain ranges, and smoking 
volcanoes. The rich history of this small Central 
American country contributes to a blending of different 
cultures, including those of the Spanish settlers, native 
Indians, and others. Its vibrant history also includes 
political strife from civil wars, protests, and military 
intervention by the United States. Join Danny and his 
fourth-grade classmates as they explore the history, 
culture, geography, and climate of the country to 
prepare for the arrival of Ramón, a new student from 
Nicaragua. Best of all, fi nd out how to make gallopinto, 
then paint a clay piggy bank you can make yourself. 
Hola, Ramón!
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Chapter
Announcement
Ms. Leavitt Makes an

I remember it like it was yesterday. It was a 
Wednesday morning at Roberto Clemente 
Elementary School here in Orlando, Florida. I’ll bet 
you’ve heard of Orlando because of all the famous 
attractions like Disney’s Magic Kingdom, Universal 
Studios, and SeaWorld. 

It’s a cool place to live, and I really like my 
school. It’s named after a famous baseball player 
from Puerto Rico—Roberto Clemente—who died 
while taking supplies to a country I had never heard 
of. I think it’s called Nicaragua (nih-kur-AH-gwah).

Anyway, that’s where my story begins. You see, 
our fourth-grade teacher, Ms. Leavitt, made an 
announcement fi rst thing that morning. She skipped 
taking attendance and said, “Class, take your seats. 
I have something exciting to tell you.”

We all wondered what her announcement was 
going to be. We knew it would be good news, 
because she’s really nice and she was smiling.

Student from Nicaragua Book.indd5   5 12/1/09   2:22:05 PM



6

Chapter 1Chapter 1 Ms. Leavitt Makes an Announcement

“Okay, class, settle down,” she 
said, before turning on her laptop 
computer and the linked projector. 

She went to the doorway and 
fl ipped off the light so that 

we could see the screen 
better.

“Oooh,” said some 
of the kids. “Baseball.”

“Not just baseball,” 
said Ms. Leavitt. “But that 

man in the picture holding 
a baseball bat is the person 

after whom this school is 
named.”

“Roberto Clemente!” I 
blurted out without raising 
my hand.

“I knew you would get it fi rst, Red,” 
the teacher said, laughing. My name is Danny, but 
everybody calls me Red because I have red hair. 
“You’re probably the biggest baseball fan in the 
entire school.” Then she started impressing the class 
by reading a list of Roberto Clemente’s baseball 
accomplishments. Finally, she said, “He died a 
hero.”

“What do you mean?” asked Melanie, the 
smartest girl in the class.

said, before turning on her laptop said, before turning on her laptop 
computer and the linked projector. 

She went to the doorway and 
fl ipped off the light so that 
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Ms. Leavitt Makes an Announcement

“Well,” Ms. Leavitt said, “in 1972, a tiny country 
in Central America called Nicaragua had a terrible 
earthquake. Many, many people died, and a lot 
of the capital city was destroyed.”

She clicked her laptop and showed us a map 
of Central America, with the surrounding countries 
labeled. Nicaragua was between Honduras (hon-
DOOR-us) and Costa Rica. There was a star on 

Much of the capital city of Managua was destroyed 
during the 1972 earthquake.
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Chapter 1 Ms. Leavitt Makes an Announcement

FACTS ABOUT NICARAGUA

Where in the World

Total Area
almost 50,000 square miles (129,500 sq 
km) slightly smaller than New York State 
Population
5,891,200 (July 2009 est.)
Capital City
Managua
Monetary Unit
cordoba
Religions
Roman Catholicism, Evangelism, 
Moravianism

Ethnic Groups
mestizo (mixed Amerindian and white), 
white, black, Amerindian
Languages 
Spanish (offi cial), Miskito, English and 
indigenous languages on Atlantic 
coast
Chief Exports
coffee, beef, shrimp and lobster, 
tobacco, sugar, gold, peanuts, 
copper, tungsten, lead, zinc, timber, 
fi sh, textiles, apparel
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Ms. Leavitt Makes an Announcement

Managua (muh-NAH-gwah), the capital of 
Nicaragua. Next she showed us photographs of 
Managua after the earthquake. The classroom fell 
silent.

After a few moments, my friend Freddy asked, 
“What does this have to do with a baseball 
player?” 

“Well, some people felt the country’s 
government was not doing enough to help during 
the emergency. They decided to bring relief supplies 
to the country by themselves.”

“What are relief supplies?” I asked.
“Anything that people need to live, really, from 

blankets and clean water to shoes, food, and 
medicine,” she answered. “One of the people who 
wanted to help was Roberto Clemente. He organized 
four planeloads of supplies, but the plane he was 
on crashed, and he died.” No one in the classroom 
spoke as she showed photos of Clemente’s family 
looking very sad. 

“So you see,” she 
fi nally said, “our little 
school has always had a 
connection to the country 
of Nicaragua. Now it will 
have another one.”

“So you see,” she 
fi nally said, “our little 
school has always had a 
connection to the country 

spoke as she showed photos of Clemente’s family 

connection to the country 
of Nicaragua. Now it will 

fi nally said, “our little 
school has always had a 
connection to the country 
of Nicaragua. Now it will 

The baseball world was shocked 
by Clemente’s death.
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Chapter 1Chapter 1 Ms. Leavitt Makes an Announcement

We all looked around the room, a little bit 
puzzled. 

“We have a new student starting today, and I 
want all of you to know a little bit about where he 
is from,” she continued. “In about an hour, Ramón 
will walk through that door. He arrived from Nicaragua 
just a few days ago, and he might be a little bit shy, 
so I want you to be very nice to him.”

León has many churches, including 
Iglesia El Calvario (below). The volcano 
Momotombo, in the background (right), 
erupted in 1610, destroying the fi rst 
settlement in León. Now the city is 
the second largest in Nicaragua after 
Managua.
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Ms. Leavitt Makes an Announcement

Then she spent the next sixty minutes giving us 
a lesson about Nicaragua. We learned all about it: 
what language the people speak, what kinds of 
food they eat, whether they celebrate any holidays, 
and what the kids there like to do. We would be 
ready for Ramón.

Student from Nicaragua Book.indd11   11 12/1/09   2:23:14 PM



Student from Nicaragua Book.indd12   12 12/1/09   2:23:29 PM

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample 
 

Enjoyed the preview? 
 

Buy:  http://www.ebooks2go.com

https://www.ebooks2go.com/mitchell-lane-meet-our-new-student-from-nicaragua



