
Everywhere across the United States, children from 
other countries are joining American classrooms. 
How can their classmates prepare? Learning about 
the culture, geography, and history of a new student’s 
native country can help smooth the transition. 
Greeting the student with a few words in his or her 
language, making a traditional craft, and whipping 
up a well-known dish are all sure to help the child 
feel welcome. In this vibrant and colorful series, 
students and teachers can find out how to Meet a 
New Student—and maybe make a new friend.

A new student from New Zealand is joining Fred’s 
third-grade class and everyone is curious. They want 
to know everything about New Zealand! Read about 
this small island country far south of the equator 
in the Pacific Ocean. It is a land shaped by ancient 
glaciers that cut huge valleys. It is home to a rare bird 
with nostrils at the far end of its beak. Find out about 
how people from Europe discovered New Zealand, 
and about the Maori people who were already living 
there. Then join Fred and his class in preparing a 
Kiwi dish and welcoming a New Student from New 
Zealand. Kia ora! 
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The Robbie Reader Series features short, 
easy-to-read nonfiction chapter books  
for the beginning reader.
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For all my friends in New Zealand, especially 
Dorothy Strong and the Barrier-Piggott family. 
Thank you! –AW 
 
Copyright © 2009 by Mitchell Lane Publishers.  

All rights reserved. No part of this book
may be reproduced without written permission 
from the publisher. Printed and bound in the 
United States of America.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The facts on which the story 
in this book is based have been thoroughly 
researched. Documentation of such research 
can be found on page 44. While every pos-
sible effort has been made to ensure accu-
racy, the publisher will not assume liability for 
damages caused by inaccuracies in the data, 
and makes no warranty on the accuracy of 
the information contained herein.
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NOTE ON PRONUNCIATIONS: There is 
tremendous variation in how Maori words are 
pronounced in New Zealand. Also, the Maori 
vowel sounds are different from the way we 
pronounce vowels in America. For example, 
the kah or hah sound is almost like an expulsion 
of breath. In addition, Maori do not emphasize 
one syllable over another, as we do in English. 
I spoke with New Zealand friends over the 
phone to confirm the pronunciations in this 
book. –AW 
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Chapter

in Class
A Kiwi

Why did Mr. Lorenz write bungee jumping on the 
board? Fred asked himself as he took his seat. Fred 
liked his third-grade teacher. Mr. Lorenz made learning 
even the boring stuff fun. 

Mr. Lorenz continued writing:

Sheep
Kiwi
Maori
Rugby
Lord of the Rings

Fred heard some of his classmates giggling and 
whispering. Everyone was wondering what Mr. Lorenz 
was up to. 

The teacher turned to face the class. “Okay, who 
can tell me what these things have in common?” he 
asked.
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Chapter 1 A Kiwi in Class

Bungee (BUN-jee) 
jumping, as a sport, was 
invented by AJ Hackett 
of New Zealand. Now it 
is popular all over the 
world. People jump off a 
bridge or other high place 
with a stretchy rope, 
called a bungee, attached 
to their body. The bungee 
stretches out, then snaps 
the jumper back up before 
he or she hits the ground. 
The jumper bounces up 
and down in the air, 
upside down, until the 
bungee stops. 
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Chapter 1

7

A Kiwi in Class

Not a single hand went up. 
Mr. Lorenz turned back to the board and wrote 

NEW ZEALAND across the top in big capital letters. 
“Does that help?” he asked.

“What’s a New Zealand?” 
asked Nick.

“It’s not a what,” said 
Olivia. “It’s a where.”

“Exactly, Olivia,” 
said Mr. Lorenz. 
“New Zealand is a 
country, a country 
we will study this 
week.”

“I thought we were 
studying the water 
cycle this week,” said 
Dylan. 

“So you do listen to 
me after all, Dylan,” 
Mr. Lorenz joked. “Yes, last 
week I did say we would study 
the water cycle this week. 
However, I changed my mind. 
I decided we would study 
New Zealand instead.”

“What’s a New Zealand?” 

“It’s not a what,” said 

“I thought we were 
studying the water 
cycle this week,” said 

“So you do listen to 
me after all, Dylan,” 
Mr. Lorenz joked. “Yes, last 
week I did say we would study 
the water cycle this week. 
However, I changed my mind. 
I decided we would study Kiwi fruit is grown in New 

Zealand, Italy, and the 
United States.
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Chapter 1

Fred smiled. He knew Mr. Lorenz was waiting for 
someone in the class to ask why. “Why?” Fred said.

“I’m glad you asked that, young man,” said Mr. 
Lorenz. “We will study New Zealand because we are 
lucky to have a new student from New Zealand. She 
and her family just moved here to Newark, Delaware,  
and she will join our class next week.”

The class buzzed with excitement. Every hand shot 
up. Everyone had a question about New Zealand.

New Zealand is home to about 45 million sheep. That’s more than 
ten times the number of people who live there.
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Chapter 1

The Maori were the first 
people to live in New 
Zealand. Maori warriors 
would tattoo their faces 
and bodies.
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A Kiwi in Class
The kiwi bird lives only 
in New Zealand. It grows 
to be about as big as a 
chicken. With its small 
wings, the kiwi cannot fly, 
but it can run very fast. 
It is active at night and 
not during the day. Look 
for two dots at the tip of 
its long, pointy bill. These 
are the bird’s nostrils! 
The bird uses them to 
smell food as it pokes in 
the dirt.

New Zealand-book.indd   10 4/1/08   3:21:38 PM



New Zealand-book.indd   11 4/1/08   3:22:06 PM

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample 
 

Enjoyed the preview? 
 

Buy:  http://www.ebooks2go.com

https://www.ebooks2go.com/mitchell-lane-meet-our-new-student-from-new-zealand



