
Everywhere across the United States, children from other 

countries are joining American classrooms. How can 

their classmates prepare? Learning about the culture, 

geography, and history of the new student’s native country 

can help smooth the transition. Greeting the student with 

a few words in his or her language, making a traditional 

craft, and whipping up a well-known dish are all sure to 

help the child feel welcome. In this vibrant and colorful 

series, students and teachers can find out how to Meet a 

New Student—and maybe make a new friend. 

For two months, Kimberly had kept her secret: a pen 

pal from Mexico! Now her long-distance friend is going 

to be a student in Kimberly’s school, and neither girl can 

wait to meet the other. As Mrs. Turner’s class prepares 

for Marisa’s arrival, they learn a great deal about her lively 

home country. Join Kimberly and her classmates as they 

find out about Mexico’s exciting history, busy cities, and 

traditional foods. Help them welcome Marisa with chips 

and guacamole and a party piñata. Hola, Marisa!
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All rights reserved. No part of this book
may be reproduced without written permission 
from the publisher. Printed and bound in the 
United States of America.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The facts on which the story 
in this book is based have been thoroughly 
researched. Documentation of such research 
can be found on page 44. While every possible 
effort has been made to ensure accuracy, the 
publisher will not assume liability for damages 
caused by inaccuracies in the data, and 
makes no warranty on the accuracy of the 
information contained herein.

To reflect current usage, we have chosen to 
use the secular era designations BCE
(“before the common era”) and CE (“of the 
common era”) instead of the traditional
designations BC (“before Christ”) and AD 
(anno Domini, “in the year of the Lord”).
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Chapter

Secret
Keeping a

Kimberly smiled. She had done it! She had kept her 
secret for two whole months. There were times when 
she thought she would not be able to stay quiet 
another hour, but she had. Mrs. Turner had told her 
that since she had done such a good job, she could 
tell the class the big news. 

“Good morning, Kimberly,” said Mrs. Turner as Kim 
walked into the room. She gave her a special smile. It 
made Kim feel very important. 

After attendance was taken, Mrs. Turner got the 
class’s attention. “You all know we have a new student 
coming next week,” she said. “She is coming from a 
place called the Yucatán. It is in Mexico. I think I will 
let Kimberly tell you about her though, because she 
knows her the best.”

Kim got up and walked to the front of the room. 
She knew everyone was looking at her and wondering 
how she knew something that they did not. “The girl 
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Keeping a Secret

Mexico City is one of 
the busiest cities in the 
entire world. Long ago 
it was the Aztec capital, 
Tenochtitlán.
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Keeping a Secret

who is coming is named Marisa Tómas. I have never 
met her, but she is one of my best friends.” 

“That doesn’t make sense,” said Linda.
“How can you be friends with someone you’ve 

never met?” asked Rosalie.
Kim knew they would ask her that. She held up some 

envelopes. “This is how,” she said. “We’ve been pen 
pals for the last two years. We write letters to each 
other. We’ve sent each other pictures of our pets. 

The violin plays an important role in the mariachi band, which 
performs a type of music that is very popular in Mexico. The band 
may also have trumpets, a Mexican guitar, a vihuela (a high-
pitched, five-string guitar), and a guitarrón (a small-scaled bass 
guitar). These bands usually play lively traditional Mexican folk 
songs or love songs.
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Keeping a Secret

According to the legend, 
this Montezuma cypress 
was called the Tule tree. 
Tule stands for Tú Uniras 
Los Enemigos, or “You 
will unite the enemies.” 
The 2,000-year-old tree 
grows on the church 
grounds of Santa Maria 
del Tule in the state of 
Oaxaca. 
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Keeping a Secret

We’ve exchanged postcards. I always send her a 
card for her birthday, and she sends me one for mine. 
It’s been a lot of fun.”

“Why is she coming to our school? Is she coming 
just to visit you?” asked Judea. 

“Her family is moving here,” replied Kim. “Her dad 
has a job here already, and now Marisa and her mom 
are joining him. I can’t wait!” 

“We’re all excited,” said Mrs. Turner. “I think we 
need to show Marisa how happy we are to have her 
when she arrives, too. Can anyone think of a way to 
do that?”

“I think we should make a big Welcome sign and 
put it up on the front doors of the school,” suggested 
Cory.

“Let’s make a special Mexican treat for her to eat 
at snack time,” said Katherine. 

“Hey! I know,” said Peter. “Let’s make her a piñata. 
I had one for my birthday party, and my dad told me 
they are a Mexican tradition.” 

“Those are all great ideas,” said Mrs. Turner. “Let’s 
write them down on the blackboard and see what 
we have to do to get them done.”

Kim smiled. She could hardly wait to see her friend. 
Now her whole class was counting the hours before 
her arrival, just as Kim was.
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