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Meet Our New Student From MALI

Everywhere across the United States, children from
other countries are joining American classrooms.
How can their classmates prepare? Learning about
the culture, geography, and history of the new
student’s native country can help smooth the
transition. Greeting the student with a few words in
his or her language, making a traditional craft, and
whipping up a well-known dish are all sure to help
the child feel welcome. In this vibrant and colorful
series, students and teachers can find out how to
Meet a New Student—and maybe make a new
friend.
Fatou Toure, a young girl from Mali, will be joining
David’s class next week. David and his classmates
are determined to learn everything they can about
Mali in order to welcome their new classmate. They
learn that Mali is a land rich in history, with many
different peoples and cultures. The varied country of
Mali can claim deserts, forests, lions, hippos, gold,
ancient and modern cities, and some of the world’s
greatest music. The students learn how to prepare
Fatou’s favorite snack, bene, and make a Malian
Kanaga mask. I Bisimilla, Fatou!

A Robbie Reader
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Copyright © 2010 by Mitchell Lane Publishers
All rights reserved. No part of this book
may be reproduced without written permission
from the publisher. Printed and bound in the
United States of America.
PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The facts on which the story
in this book is based have been thoroughly
researched. Documentation of such research
can be found on page 44. While every possible
effort has been made to ensure accuracy, the
publisher will not assume liability for damages
caused by inaccuracies in the data, and
makes no warranty on the accuracy of the
information contained herein.
To reflect current usage, we have chosen to
use the secular era designations BCE
(“before the common era”) and CE (“of the
common era”) instead of the traditional
designations BC (“before Christ”) and AD
(anno Domini, “in the year of the Lord”).
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A New

Classmate

Chapter

David couldn’t wait to get to school. He jumped off
the bus and hustled through the hallways to his thirdgrade classroom. “Did she come yet?” David
panted.
“Oh my, David. Please catch your breath and
calm down,” Mrs. Patterson said. “Our new student
won’t be arriving until next Tuesday.” Seeing David’s
face fall, the teacher quickly added, “But don’t
worry, I’ve decided that we can spend the day
learning about her country, Mali, so that we’ll be
ready when she comes next week.” David smiled
again. Yesterday, Mrs. Patterson had told the class
that a new student was coming to join their class
from Africa, and David was eager to meet her.
Even though Grandma Esther had told him that
their ancestors had come from Africa a long, long
time ago, David had never met anyone who lived
in Africa. He was full of questions. What did people
eat there? What did their houses look like? Were
5
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Where in the World

FACTS ABOUT REPUBLIC OF MALI
Mali Total Area:
770,000 square miles
(1.24 million square kilometers)
Population:
12,324,029 (July 2008 estimate)
Capital City:
Bamako
Monetary Unit:
Communauté Financière Africaine
franc
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Religions:
Islam, indigenous beliefs, Christianity
Ethnic Groups:
Mande (Bambara, Malinke, Soninke),
Fulani, Voltaic (Dogon, Senufo, Bobo),
Songhai, Tuareg, and Moor
Languages:
French (official), Bamana (Bambara),
Pulaar, Songhai, and several others
Chief Exports:
Cotton, gold, livestock
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A New Classmate

there lions and giraffes and
elephants running around
like on TV? What kind of TV
shows did people watch in
Some of the major
peoples in Mali are
Mali?
the Bambara, Fulani,
“Good morning, class!”
Soninke, Songhai, and
said Mrs. Patterson.
Dogon. The largest
“Good morning, Mrs.
tribe is the Bambara,
many of whom work as
Patterson!”
the
class
civil servants. It is the
replied.
Dogons and the Tuareg
“As many of you know,
who practice a more
traditional way of life.
our new student from Mali
will be joining our class next
week. In preparation for
her arrival, today we will
be learning all about her
home country. Can anyone find Mali on the
map?”
David raised his hand. He had found Mali on the
globe in his bedroom the night before.
“Yes, David?” Mrs. Patterson called out. “Come
on up to the world map.”
David excitedly pointed to a big country in the
middle of West Africa. He thought Mali was shaped
funny, like a butterfly or a sailboat.
“Very good,” Mrs. Patterson said. “The name of
the country comes from the word for hippopotamus
in Bamana, the main language of the country,” she
7
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Chapter 1

continued. “While you’re up here, can you find the
capital for us?”
David scanned the map and then pointed to a
little star in southern Mali. The name next to the star
was Bamako (BAH-mah-koh). “Well done, David.

A child straps wood and straw to a donkey. Donkeys, or faliw in
Bamana, are very important for labor in rural areas of Mali.
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A New Classmate

Class, our new student is from Bamako,
the capital city of Mali.”
“Mrs. Patterson, what is our new
student’s name?”
“Her name is Fatou.”
Some of the kids in the class giggled.
“Does that mean she’s fat?” one of them
asked.
“No, Brandon, that doesn’t mean she’s
fat. I’m sure some of our names will sound
funny in Fatou’s language, too.”
“Wait, she doesn’t speak English? What
language does she speak?” Brandon
interrupted.
“What kind of food does she like to
eat?” Stephanie asked from the back
of the room.
“One at a time, class. We’ll
have to ask Fatou what kind of
food she likes to eat when she
comes. And yes, she does speak
some English, but she has grown
up speaking Bamana at home and
French at school,” Mrs. Patterson
answered.
She must be really smart to speak
three languages, David thought. I
can’t wait to meet her!
9
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