
Everywhere across the United States, children from 
other countries are joining American classrooms. How 
can their classmates prepare? Learning about the 
culture, geography, and history of the new student’s 
native country can help smooth the transition. Greeting 
the student with a few words in his or her language, 
making a traditional craft, and whipping up a well-
known dish are all sure to help the child feel welcome. 
In this vibrant and colorful series, students and 
teachers can fi nd out how to Meet a New Student—and 
maybe make a new friend.

A new student from Malaysia is joining Lucy’s 
third-grade class and everyone is curious. They want 
to know everything about Malaysia! Read about this 
country in Southeast Asia, with its long history of spice 
traders, sultans, and pirates. Its capital city of Kuala 
Lumpur, which began as a tin mining town, is now a 
modern city with the tallest skyscrapers in the world. 
Find out about the three main cultures of Malaysia: the 
Bumiputra, whose ancestors lived on the land that 
became Malaysia; the Chinese Malaysians; and Indian 
Malaysians, who practice Hinduism. Then join Lucy 
and her class in preparing a traditional Malaysian dish 
of sticky rice with mango as they welcome a New 
Student from Malaysia. Selamat datang!
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The Robbie Reader series features short,
easy-to-read nonfi ction chapter books 
for the beginning reader.
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Copyright © 2009 by Mitchell Lane Publishers

All rights reserved. No part of this book
may be reproduced without written permission 
from the publisher. Printed and bound in the 
United States of America.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The facts on which the story 
in this book is based have been thoroughly 
researched. Documentation of such research 
can be found on page 44. While every possible 
effort has been made to ensure accuracy, the 
publisher will not assume liability for damages 
caused by inaccuracies in the data, and 
makes no warranty on the accuracy of the 
information contained herein.

To refl ect current usage, we have chosen to 
use the secular era designations BCE
(“before the common era”) and CE (“of the 
common era”) instead of the traditional
designations BC (“before Christ”) and AD 
(anno Domini, “in the year of the Lord”).

Meet Our New Student From
Australia • China • Colombia •  Great Britain 
• Haiti • Israel • Korea • Malaysia • Mexico 

• New Zealand • Nigeria • Tanzania

ABOUT THE INSECTS: Malaysia is known for its 
variety of insects. The following insects are 
shown on the running heads of this book: 
leaf bug (chapter 1), Rajah Brooke birdwing 
butterfl y (chapter 2), rhinoceros beetle 
(chapter 3), shield bug nymph (chapter 4), 
and yellow walking stick (chapter 5).
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Chapter

Name?
What’s in a

Lucy was fi ve minutes late to class. It was pouring rain 
outside and she was dripping wet. It seemed like it 
was always raining in Seattle, Washington, in the fall. 
Lucy was used to the wet weather, but this morning 
she had forgotten to grab her rain hat as she raced 
out the door. Water ran through her thick curly hair 
and down her face. Monday mornings were never 
easy for her, but this Monday was starting off terribly. 

“Sorry,” she said to her teacher, Mr. Baker, as she 
took her seat. She saw he had written Malaysia on the 
blackboard.

“Selamat pagi, Lucy,” he said. He didn’t seem to 
mind that she was late. But what was he saying? It 
sounded like seh-laah-MAHT PAH-gee. 

“That means ‘good morning’ in Bahasa Malaysia,” 
Mr. Baker explained. “Bahasa Malaysia is the offi cial 
language of the country we will study this week.” He 
pointed to the word on the board.
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Chapter 1 What’s in a Name?

Malaysia Total Area: 
127,316 square miles 
(329,750 square kilometers) 

Population: 
25,274,133 (2008 estimate)

Capital City: 
Kuala Lumpur

Monetary Unit: 
Ringgit

Religious Groups:
Islam, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, 
Confucianism, Taoism, and others

Languages: 
Bahasa Malaysia (offi cial), English, 
Chinese (Cantonese, Mandarin, Hokkien, 
Hakka, Hainan, Foochow), Tamil, Telugu, 
Malayalam, Punjabi, Thai (in East Malaysia, 
Iban, Kadazan and several other 
indigenous languages are spoken)

Chief Exports: 
Electronic equipment, gas, oil, wood and 
wood products, palm oil, rubber, textiles, 
chemicals
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Chapter 1

�

What’s in a Name?

Already a few hands were raised. Mr. Baker called 
on Sofia. “Where is Malaysia?” she asked. 

Mr. Baker walked over to the large wall map of the 
world. “Malaysia has two parts. East Malaysia is here, 
on the island of Borneo, and West Malaysia is here, on 
a peninsula below Thailand.” He wrote the word 
peninsula on the board, under Malaysia. “Peninsula 
means ‘almost an island.’ You see how this part of 
Malaysia is almost surrounded by water? This is why 
West Malaysia is sometimes called peninsular 
Malaysia.”

Lucy opened her notebook to a new page. She 
wrote Malaysia at the top and peninsula underneath. 
She liked learning new words. She listened to Mr. Baker 
as she wrote. “A new student is joining our class next 
week, from Malaysia.” He wrote Kim Ling Tan on the 
board. “Tan is a common family name among Chinese 
Malaysians. Chinese Malaysians make up about one-
quarter of the people in Malaysia.” 

“What other names are common in Malaysia?” 
asked Ben. 

Mr. Baker wrote Ben bin Robert on the board. “Hey, 
Robert is my father’s name,” said Ben.

“Exactly,” said Mr. Baker. “Many Malay people do 
not use last names as we do in America. A child is 
given a first name, followed by bin, which means ‘son 
of,’ or binte, which means ‘daughter of,’ and then the 
father’s first name.”

“So I am Lucy binte Michael,” said Lucy.
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Chapter 1 What’s in a Name?

8

Everyone had a chance to say his or her new name: 
Jack bin Peter, Sofi a binte Paul, Carrie binte Ken . . .

“Very good,” said Mr. Baker. “When you see a name 
like that, you know the person is Muslim—although 
many Muslim people now drop the bin and binte
before their father’s name. And within families, people 
do not even use the fi rst names. They call each other 
by their position in the family, such as ‘father’s eldest 
sister.’ ”

“So I am ‘middle son,’ ” said Ben. 
“You can often tell what group Malaysians belong 

to by their names,” Mr. Baker said. “Each group has 
different customs. They practice different religions. 
They wear different clothing styles. They eat different 
foods. But the groups still get along and socialize, and 
they share traditions with one another.”

“Do they have hamburgers in Malaysia?” asked 
Lucy. Hamburgers were her favorite food.

“Yes, people eat hamburgers in Malaysia, but they 
call them beefburgers,” said Mr. Baker.

“Why?” asked Ben.
“About half the people of Malaysia are Muslim, and 

Muslims do not eat pork,” said Mr. Baker. “They would 
not want to eat something they thought might include 
ham, or any other meat from a pig.” All this talk of 
hamburgers was making Lucy hungry.

“What games do they play in Malaysia?” asked 
Jack. He loved sports and usually wore a T-shirt with 
the name of a ball team on it.

Malaysia book.indd   8 6/3/08   4:38:48 PM



Chapter 1

9

What’s in a Name?

“They play a game called sepak takraw,” said Mr. 
Baker. He wrote the word on the board. “It’s like a 
cross between volleyball and soccer. Players cannot 
use their hands or arms to get the ball over the net, 
which isn’t as high as a volleyball net.”

“Seh-pak tak-raw,” Jack pronounced slowly. “I’ll 
have to try that sometime.”

The bell rang for recess. Lucy looked out the 
window. The rain had stopped, and the sun was 
peeking through the clouds. It was turning out to be 
a fi ne day after all.

Sepak takraw, or kick volleyball, is a popular sport throughout 
Southeast Asia. It is like volleyball except that players can only 
touch the ball with their feet, knee, chest, or head. Each team, 
called a regu, has three players. People used to weave the balls 
themselves using natural materials, such as rattan. Now the balls 
are made of plastic instead.
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