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The Robbie Reader series features short,
easy-to-read nonfiction chapter books
for the beginning reader.

R e a d e r

Everywhere across the United States, children from other
countries are joining American classrooms. How can
their classmates prepare? Learning about the culture,
geography, and history of the new student’s native country
can help smooth the transition. Greeting the student with
a few words in his or her language, making a traditional
craft, and whipping up a well-known dish are all sure to
help the child feel welcome. In this vibrant and colorful
series, students and teachers can find out how to Meet a
New Student—and maybe make a new friend.
Share the excitement as the students in Zach’s thirdgrade class learn about Korea’s history, people, and
culture. Because of its great natural beauty, Dan-gun,
Korea’s prehistoric founder, called the land Choson,
which means “land of the morning calm.” But Korea’s
story has hardly been calm. Its people have struggled
long and hard to find their place in the world. Even the
peace enjoyed by other countries after World War II did
not last long in Korea, when the north invaded the south
to start the Korean War. Find out what traditions have
endured in this lush Asian country, then join Zach and the
rest of his class in making a Korean kite and preparing
a sesame dipping sauce as they welcome a new student
from Korea. An nyong ha seyo!
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makes no warranty on the accuracy of the
information contained herein.
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PLB
To reflect current usage, we have chosen to
use the secular era designations BCE
(“before the common era”) and CE (“of the
common era”) instead of the traditional
designations BC (“before Christ”) and AD
(anno Domini, “in the year of the Lord”).
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A Day to Learn

about Korea

Chapter

“Okay, class. It’s time to settle down.” Mrs. Williams,
the third-grade teacher, spoke loudly to be heard
over the classroom chatter.
It was the Monday after the Thanksgiving break,
and Zach Parker, for once, was excited to be back in
the Benjamin Franklin School in Bayville, New Jersey.
Over the break, he and some of the other students
had heard a bit of interesting news. A Korean family
with a young boy had moved into the neighborhood.
The boy was eight years old—just the right age to be
in their class.
“Is it true, Mrs. Williams? Will the new boy from Korea
be joining our class?” asked Zach.
“Yes,” said Mrs. Williams. “Choi Kyung Hee will be
joining our class tomorrow.”
“Choi Kyung Hee? Is that his first name or his whole
name?” asked Jessica Tate.
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FACTS ABOUT SOUTH KOREA
Total area 38,022 square miles
(98,480 square kilometers)

Languages: Korean, English widely taught
in secondary school

Population: 49,232,844 (July 2008 est.)

Chief Exports: Semiconductors, wireless
telecommunications equipment,
motor vehicles, computers, steel, ships,
petrochemicals

Capital: Seoul
Religions: Christianity, Buddhism

Monetary Unit: South Korean won

Korea-book.indd 6

6/18/08 4:54:31 PM

N

A Day to Learn about Korea

“Choi is Kyung Hee’s last name,” said Samantha
Lantam. “Korean people give their last name first
when they say their name. We would call him Kyung
Hee Choi.”
Samantha knew a lot about Korea. She had
even been there. Two years before, her parents had
adopted a baby girl named Soon from a Korean
orphanage (OR-fuh-nidj). Samantha had traveled
with her parents to pick up her new sister and bring
her home to the United States.
“So in Korea,” said Jessica, “I would be Tate
Jessica!”
In the back of the classroom, Kyle Johnson raised
his hand. “Mrs. Williams,” he said, “I’ve never even
heard of Korea. Where is it?”
“Samantha,” asked Mrs. Williams, “would you
please show the class where to find Korea on the
world map?”
The entire class gathered around the large map
hanging on the wall behind Mrs. Williams’s desk.
Samantha pointed to the continent of Asia, where
Korea is located. “Korea is surrounded by water on
three sides,” she said. “It’s a peninsula.”
Figures she’d use a big word like that, Zach thought
grouchily.
“What is this line running across the peninsula?”
asked Ryan Kelly. “It looks like it’s cutting Korea in
half.”
7
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Chapter 1

Rock climbing is a favorite activity of South Koreans. The 800-foothigh Insu Peak at Pukhansan National Park, near Seoul, draws many
rock climbers on the weekends.

“The Korean peninsula is divided into two separate
countries, North Korea and South Korea. Although
they are neighbors, they are very different,” said Mrs.
Williams. “Kyung Hee comes from South Korea.” She
asked the class to name the countries surrounding it.
8
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A Day to Learn about Korea

“China is to the north of the Korean peninsula,” said
Kyle. “Russia is also close to North Korea.”
“Good,” said Mrs. Williams. “Now let’s look at South
Korea.”
“The only country that touches it is North Korea,” said
Zach. He found himself getting interested anyway.
“Right,” said Samantha. “The Yellow Sea is to the
west of South Korea.”It is sometimes called the West
Sea or the Korean Bay. It separates South Korea from
China.”
“The Korea Strait is south of the peninsula,” said
Jessica. “It separates South Korea from Japan.”
“And the East Sea is to the east of South Korea,”
said Ryan.
Mrs. Williams said, “The East Sea is also known as
the Sea of Japan. It also separates South Korea from
Japan.”
“What language does Kyung Hee speak?” asked
Zach.
“What kind of food does he eat?” asked Jessica.
“Does he go to school?” asked Kyle.
There was a lot to learn about the new student who
would soon be joining the class. And there was much
to learn about Korea.
Ryan had an idea. “Mrs. Williams,” he asked,
“instead of doing our regular schoolwork, could we
spend the whole day learning about Korea?”
“Could we? Please?” the other students asked.
9
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Each part of the South
Korean flag symbolizes
something important
to its people. The white
stands for peace, and the
red and blue represent
the good and bad
elements in the universe.
These colors come
together in a circle to
show balance. The black
symbols in each corner of
the flag are called kwae.
They stand for fire, earth,
heaven, and water.
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