
Everywhere across the United States, children from 
other countries are joining American classrooms. How 
can their classmates prepare? Learning about the 
culture, geography, and history of the new student’s 
native country can help smooth the transition. Greeting 
the student with a few words in his or her language, 
making a traditional craft, and whipping up a well-
known dish are all sure to help the child feel welcome. 
In this vibrant and colorful series, students and 
teachers can fi nd out how to Meet a New Student—and 
maybe make a new friend.

Sakura Yamamoto, a girl from Japan, will soon join 
Allison’s third-grade class. Allison and her classmates 
excitedly learn about Sakura’s country so that they can 
help her feel welcome in the United States. They 
discover that modern Japan produces high-quality 
electronics and treasures the game of baseball. 
However, many ancient traditions like the Shinto 
religion, sumo wrestling, and taiko drumming maintain 
importance in this country made of 4,000 islands. The 
formal clothing, art, holiday customs, and food of 
Japan carry special meanings that honor nature, 
happiness, hard work, and long life. The traditional 
clear soup and koi-nobori decorating Allison’s 
classroom will help Sakura feel at home!
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may be reproduced without written permission 
from the publisher. Printed and bound in the 
United States of America.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The facts on which the story 
in this book is based have been thoroughly 
researched. Documentation of such research 
can be found on page 44. While every possible 
effort has been made to ensure accuracy, the 
publisher will not assume liability for damages 
caused by inaccuracies in the data, and 
makes no warranty on the accuracy of the 
information contained herein.

To refl ect current usage, we have chosen to 
use the secular era designations BCE
(“before the common era”) and CE (“of the 
common era”) instead of the traditional
designations BC (“before Christ”) and AD 
(anno Domini, “in the year of the Lord”).
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Chapter

In Class
A New Student

Allison and her classmates clapped and cheered. 
Their teacher, Mrs. Gibbs, had just shared the exciting 
news that a new student from Japan would soon 
be joining their third-grade class at Mountain View 
Elementary School. Many questions raced through 
Allison’s mind. Where is Japan? What kinds of games 
do children play there? What do Japanese people 
like to eat? 

“Our new student’s name is Sakura Yamamoto,” 
Mrs. Gibbs announced. Allison listened closely to the 
new student’s name. She heard the sounds sah-
KOO-rah YAH-mah-moh-toh. Mrs. Gibbs continued, 
“Sakura is eight years old. She is from Tokyo, a large 
city along the coast of Japan.”

Allison raised her hand and asked, “Does Sakura 
speak English?”

Mrs. Gibbs replied, “Sakura understands many 
English words and phrases because she has learned 
them in school. However, she usually speaks
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A New Student in Class!

Japan Total Area: 
147,355 square miles (377,915 
square kilometers; slightly smaller 
than California)

Population: 
127,078,679 (July 2009 est.)

Capital City: 
Tokyo

Monetary Unit: 
Yen

Religions:
Shinto, Buddhism

Language: 
Japanese

Chief Exports: 
electronics, cars, ships, computers, 
offi ce machines, chemicals

FACTS ABOUT JAPAN
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A New Student in Class!

Japanese. You will be able to help her become 
comfortable speaking in English.” She smiled at the 
students’ eager faces. Then she asked the class if 
they had any ideas for how to make Sakura feel 
welcome.

Joey said, “We can 
hang up a Japanese 
fl ag!” 

Rosa jumped in. “We 
can make posters that 
show pictures of Japan.”

Allison added excitedly, 
“Maybe we can learn a 
few Japanese words.”

Mrs. Gibbs summarized the students’ suggestions. 
“Let’s gather information about Japan so that we 
can display pictures and signs that will be familiar to 
Sakura.”

“Can we also learn about the schools in Japan?” 
Anna asked.

“Of course,” said Mrs. Gibbs. “Let’s start by fi nding 
Japan on a map. Here we are in Ventura.” Mrs. 
Gibbs pointed to a spot along the coast of Southern 
California close to Los Angeles. Then she used her 
fi nger to trace a path on the map as she spoke. “If 
we travel west across the Pacifi c Ocean until we 
are near the continent of Asia, the fi rst large island 
we’ll reach belongs to the country of Japan.”

The Japanese FlagThe Japanese Flag
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Chapter 1 A New Student in Class!

8

Shirakawa Go is a small, old-style village in Japan. The houses have 
slanted roofs to prevent snow from piling up during the winter. 
These houses are bigger than the ones found in cities.

“Japan doesn’t touch any of the other countries 
that are nearby,” Sam noticed.

“You’re right, Sam,” said Mrs. Gibbs. “Japan is 
made up of islands. The Japanese eat a lot of fi sh 
and other sea animals.”

“Isn’t Mount Fuji in Japan?” Allison asked.
Mrs. Gibbs answered, “Yes, Allison. In fact, much 

of Japan is covered by mountains. Most people live 
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9

A New Student in Class!

in large cities that have been built on the small 
amount of land that is fairly fl at.”

“What are their houses like?” asked Tommy.
“So many fantastic questions!” exclaimed Mrs. 

Gibbs. “For now, I will tell you that most homes in 
Japan are small because of limited space. I’d like 
each of you to write down at least two questions 
you have about Japan. Over the next week, we will 
use the Internet and the school library to investigate 
the answers. By the end of the week, we will be 
ready to make those welcome signs based on the 
information we’ve learned.”

At recess, Allison and her friends wondered aloud 
about the country of Japan. They couldn’t wait to 
meet their new classmate Sakura!

Special celebrations are important to the 
Japanese. A holiday called shichi-go-san is 
celebrated on November 15 each year. The 
Japanese dress their children in formal kimono 
and take them to a local shrine to pray for their 
health and happiness. This occurs with girls at 
age seven, boys at age fi ve, and boys and 
girls at age three. Shichi-go-san literally means 
“seven-fi ve-three.”
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