
Everywhere across the United States, children from 
other countries are joining American classrooms. How 
can their classmates prepare? Learning about the 
culture, geography, and history of the new student’s 
native country can help smooth the transition. Greeting 
the student with a few words in his or her language, 
making a traditional craft, and whipping up a well-
known dish are all sure to help the child feel welcome. 
In this vibrant and colorful series, students and 
teachers can fi nd out how to Meet a New Student—and 
maybe make a new friend.

Jai Singh, an eight-year-old boy from India, will join 
Colleen’s third-grade class next week. Colleen and her 
classmates are determined to learn all they can about 
India in order to welcome Jai to the United States. They 
embark on a quest that takes them from the echoes of 
ancient India to the dizzying hustle-and-bustle of what 
is today the world’s largest democracy. Once the Jewel 
in the Crown of the British Empire, independent India 
is now home to over a billion people who make the 
nation a kaleidoscope of diverse languages, religions, 
clothing, art, and food. The students learn about the 
ancient saints and Bollywood superstars of the land of 
the Taj Mahal as they greet Jai with mango lassis and 
beautiful diyas!

Everywhere across the United States, children from 
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All rights reserved. No part of this book
may be reproduced without written permission 
from the publisher. Printed and bound in the 
United States of America.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The facts on which the story 
in this book is based have been thoroughly 
researched. Documentation of such research 
can be found on page 44. While every possible 
effort has been made to ensure accuracy, the 
publisher will not assume liability for damages 
caused by inaccuracies in the data, and 
makes no warranty on the accuracy of the 
information contained herein.

To refl ect current usage, we have chosen to 
use the secular era designations BCE
(“before the common era”) and CE (“of the 
common era”) instead of the traditional
designations BC (“before Christ”) and AD 
(anno Domini, “in the year of the Lord”).
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Chapter

News!
Exciting

“We’re going to have a new student!” announced 
Mr. Shields as he walked to the front of his classroom 
at Avalon Elementary. His third-grade students 
dropped their pencils and excitedly turned to their 
teacher.

Colleen Turner raised her hand. “Who is the new 
student?” she asked. 

Mr. Shields smiled. “Jai Singh will join us next week,” 
he told the class, “and we’re going to have a little 
welcome party for our new Indian student on his fi rst 
day.”

“Indian?” Colleen said. “Do you mean Native 
American?”

Mr. Shields shook his head. “I mean he is coming 
all the way from India!”

The students gasped. India! That was really far 
away, and they had never had a classmate from 
India before. 
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Exciting News!

India Total Area:  
2,000,000 square miles  
(3.22 million square kilometers) 

Population:  
1.15 billion (July 2008 estimate)

Capital City:  
New Delhi

Monetary Unit:  
Indian Rupee

Religions: 
Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Sikhism, 
Buddhism, Jainism, Zoroastrianism, Judaism

Ethnic Groups:
Indo-Aryan, Dravidian, others

Languages:  
Hindi, Bengali, Telugu, Marathi, Tamil, Urdu, 
Gujarati, Malayalam, Kannada, Oriya, 
Punjabi, Assamese, Kashmiri, Sindhu, and 
Sanskrit; English is the secondary language

Chief Exports:  
Petroleum products, textile goods, gems 
and jewelry, engineering goods, chemicals, 
leather goods

FACTS ABOUT INDIA

Where in the World
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Exciting News!

Mr. Shields pulled down 
a map of the world. “I 
know we are all very 
excited about Jai, so I want 
us to learn more about 
where he is coming from.” 
He pointed to the United 
States of America on the 
left side of the map. “This is 
where we are,” he said, 
tapping Oklahoma. Then 
he walked over to the 
other side of the large map 
and pointed to a triangular 
country under China. “This,” 
he said, “is where India is!” 
The students looked on 
with wide eyes. 

Mr. Shields continued. 
“India is nearly on the 
opposite side of the world 
from us, in the continent of 
Asia. To get to America, 
Jai will have to travel by 
air for almost a day! See 

how many countries lie between India and America? 
Jai even has to fl y over the Atlantic Ocean.”

Tommy raised his hand and said, “Mr. Shields, my 
parents say that a lot of our jobs have gone to India.” 

The Indian national fl ag 
is called the Tricolour 
because it has three 
colors in its design. 
Saffron (golden orange) 
stands for courage and 
sacrifi ce, white stands 
for peace and truth, and 
green stands for faith 
and chivalry. The blue 
central wheel or chakra 
has twenty-four spokes 
and is taken from a 
famous Ashoka pillar. It 
is the “wheel of law” that 
teaches life comes from 
action, while death is the 
result of inaction. Each 
spoke stands for a virtue, 
such as love, courage, 
and kindness.
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Chapter 1 Exciting News!

8

Indians have relied on elephants since ancient times. Elephants 
were used to fi ght during battle and are still used for transportation. 
They also became important religious symbols. Lord Ganesha, a 
Hindu god, is represented with the head of an elephant and body 
of a man.

Mr. Shields nodded. “That is true,” he said. “The 
United States is India’s largest trading partner, and 
India helps us save a lot of money by doing a lot 
of work for us in their country. This is called out-
sourcing.”

Outsourcing (OUT-sor-sing) was a new word for 
most of the students, so Mr. Shields wrote it on the 
board. He began to explain the idea with an 
example. “Sometimes when your parents have a 
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Chapter 1
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Exciting News!

question about something like a computer or a bank 
account, they will call a phone number for help. The 
phone call is answered in an offi ce in India, where 
an English-speaking Indian person will help your 
parents with their question. This is 
easy to do because of computers 
and the Internet.”

Colleen raised her hand. “So 
they speak English in India?”

“Yes, they do,” Mr. Shields 
replied. “That’s a good 
question, Colleen, thank you. 
India was once ruled by Great 
Britain, just as the colonies in 
North America were before 
they became the United 
States. That is how English 
was introduced to India.”

Mr. Shields explained that 
in the upcoming week, the 
students would learn about 
India so that they would be 
ready for Jai when he arrived. 
Colleen couldn’t wait to get 
started. She already had all 
sorts of ideas for the party they 
were planning for him. Jai would 
love it!

parents with their question. This is 
easy to do because of computers 

Colleen raised her hand. “So 

“Yes, they do,” Mr. Shields 
replied. “That’s a good 
question, Colleen, thank you. 
India was once ruled by Great 

students would learn about 
India so that they would be 
ready for Jai when he arrived. 
Colleen couldn’t wait to get 
started. She already had all 
sorts of ideas for the party they 
were planning for him. Jai would 

Stone Bronze Buddha Statue, 
Delhi Museum
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