
Everywhere across the United States, children from 
other countries are joining American classrooms. 
How can their classmates prepare? Learning about 
the culture, geography, and history of a new student’s 
native country can help smooth the transition. 
Greeting the student with a few words in his or her 
language, making a traditional craft, and whipping 
up a well-known dish are all sure to help the child 
feel welcome. In this vibrant and colorful series, 
students and teachers can find out how to Meet a 
New Student—and maybe make a new friend.

Find out about the wonders of Great Britain as 
Jennifer, her classmates, and her teacher prepare 
to welcome Michael, who hails from York, England. 
Before his arrival, the class will learn about exotic 
places like Buckingham Palace and Stonehenge, fun 
words like lorry and torch, and even British customs 
like taking hot tea and celebrating with haggis. Share 
the recipe for the classic dish Welsh rarebit and 
follow instructions for making a Union Jack. Join the 
excitement as Jennifer and her class Meet a New 
Student from Great Britain. 
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The Robbie Reader Series features short, 
easy-to-read nonfiction chapter books  
for the beginning reader.
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Copyright © 2009 by Mitchell Lane Publishers.  

All rights reserved. No part of this book
may be reproduced without written permission 
from the publisher. Printed and bound in the 
United States of America.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The facts on which the story 
in this book is based have been thoroughly 
researched. Documentation of such research 
can be found on page 44. While every pos-
sible effort has been made to ensure accu-
racy, the publisher will not assume liability for 
damages caused by inaccuracies in the data, 
and makes no warranty on the accuracy of 
the information contained herein.

To reflect current usage, we have chosen to 
use the secular era designations BCE
(“before the common era”) and CE (“of the 
common era”) instead of the traditional
designations BC (“before Christ”) and AD 
(anno Domini, “in the year of the Lord”).
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Chapter

News
Big

As soon as I walked into class, I knew something was 
different. Everyone did. One look at Mrs. South’s face 
and we knew. She had a secret! We could not wait 
for her to tell us. Everyone was whispering about it. 

She started the day like she always did. She read 
off each of our names to see if we were there. 

“Ellen Winters?”
“Here.”
“Colin Wyatt?”
“Yes, Mrs. South.”
“Jennifer Young? . . . Jennifer Young?”
“Oh, here!” I said. I had been so busy thinking about 

the secret that I had almost missed my own name. 
After Mrs. South was finished taking roll, she looked 

up and smiled. We knew the moment had come. She 
was going to tell us something exciting.
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Chapter 1 Big News

Caernarfon Castle in 
Gwynedd, Wales, was 
built between 1283 and 
1327 by Edward I. At this 
castle in 1301, his son, 
Prince Edward, was given 
the title Prince of Wales. 
Since then, every firstborn 
son of the monarchy has 
been called the Prince of 
Wales.

Great Britain-book.indd   6 4/1/08   11:48:32 AM



Chapter 1

7

Big News

“Our class is getting a new  
student next week,” said  Mrs. South.   
“His name is Michael Hammond.”

Some of the students started 
to whisper again. I could tell they 
were a little disappointed. I was 
too. Jefferson Elementary School 
had gotten four new students this 
year already. It was fun, but it was 
nothing unusual. 

“Oh, wait. Did I tell you that 
Michael is from another country?” 
Mrs. South asked, with a smile. 

“Where?” asked Kwan. 
“Does he speak English?” asked 

Natalia.
“What kind of clothes does he 

wear?” asked Julio.
“He is from Great Britain,” explained 

Mrs. South. “Does anyone know where 
that is?”

I held up my hand. “Isn’t that another 
name for England?” I asked. 

“You are partly right,” replied  
Mrs. South. “Great Britain does include 
England. It also includes Scotland and 
Wales. Along with Northern Ireland, it  British Guard

student next week,” said  Mrs. South.   

“Does he speak English?” asked 

“What kind of clothes does he 

“He is from Great Britain,” explained 
Mrs. South. “Does anyone know where 

I held up my hand. “Isn’t that another 

“You are partly right,” replied  
Mrs. South. “Great Britain does include 
England. It also includes Scotland and 

Great Britain-book.indd   7 4/1/08   11:48:46 AM



8

Chapter 1

is part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, or the UK.” 

“It sounds big,” said Jacob. 
“It does—but it isn’t,” explained Mrs. South. She 

pulled a world map down from the left wall of the 
classroom. “Here it is,” she said, pointing to a small 
place in Europe. “It is less than a third the size of 
Texas.” 

Sheep are raised in many parts of Great Britain. Clothing is made 
from the wool in their thick coats, and their meat is common in 
British foods. 
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Chapter 1
Where in the World

UK Total Area:  
94,525 square miles  
(244,820 square kilometers) 

Population:  
60 million (2007)

Capital City:  
London

Religions:  
Christian (Roman Catholic and  
Protestant), Muslim, Sikh, Hindu, Jewish

Languages:  
English (official language);  
Welsh; Gaelic

Chief Exports:  
Manufactured goods, fuels, chemicals, 
food, beverages, and tobacco

Monetary Unit:  
Pound sterling (£); one pound equals  
100 pence

ENGLAND

NORTHERN IRELAND

Edinburgh

WALES

ATLANTIC  
OCEAN

FACTS ABOUT THE UNITED KINGDOM

SCOTLAND

Southampton

GlasgowGlasgow

EIRE

H
ig

hlands

Dublin

BelfastBelfast

LondonBristol

Southampton

Liverpool

Dover

Nottingham

ENGLAND

CardiffCardiff

York
Irish 
Sea

English Channel

FRANCEChannel 
Islands

Inner H
ebrid

es

O
ute

r H

ebrid
es

Great Britain-book.indd   9 4/1/08   11:49:25 AM



Big News

Westminster Abbey is 
part of the Church of 
England. Since 1066, 
kings and queens have 
been crowned there. For 
over 1400 years, church 
services have been held 
every day in Westminster 
Abbey.
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Big News

“What language does he speak?” asked Lilly. “I 
mean, we speak English, so what about him?”

“Michael speaks English also, Lilly. He will say things 
a little differently than we do, though. He also uses 
different words than we do for some things. Before he 
gets here, we will learn some of those words.”

Mrs. South walked over to the chalkboard. “In 
fact,” she added, “we are going to learn a lot about 
Great Britain before Michael arrives. I want him to feel 

The choir sits in the rows of seats along an aisle in Westminster 
Abbey. Aside from the living worshipers, there are more than 3,300 
people buried in the abbey, including royalty and famous authors, 
artists, and scientists. 
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Chapter 1 Big News

welcome, so we will learn about 
his country. We will also make 

a craft for him to enjoy when 
he gets here. The morning 
he comes to class, we 
will even serve a special 
snack that comes from his 

country.” 
I smiled. This was going 

to be a great week. First, we 

Cricket is a popular game in many parts of Great Britain. Players, 
usually dressed in white, use a bat to try to hit a fist-sized ball 
through wickets. 
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Big News

would learn about a new place and 
spend extra time doing art, and then 
Monday, we would get to meet 
a new person. Best of all, we 
would get something good 
to eat! This was Mrs. South’s 
best surprise ever. 

Buckingham Palace, with its 775 rooms, is the official home of the 
queen of England. It is the setting for state occasions and royal 
entertaining, and it is open to tourists.

would learn about a new place and 
spend extra time doing art, and then 
Monday, we would get to meet 
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