
Everywhere across the United States, children from other 
countries are joining American classrooms. How can 
their classmates prepare? Learning about the culture, 
geography, and history of the new student’s native country 
can help smooth the transition. Greeting the student with 
a few words in his or her language, making a traditional 
craft, and whipping up a well-known dish are all sure to 
help the child feel welcome. In this vibrant and colorful 
series, students and teachers can find out how to Meet a 
New Student—and maybe make a new friend.

A new student from Colombia is joining Carol’s 
third-grade class and everyone is curious. They want 
to know everything about the land of coffee farms and 
mountains. Colombia is unfortunately well known for 
its drug traffickers, but it is also beautiful, with colonial 
cities, the Amazon rain forest, and the drama of the 
Andes mountains. Find out how people from Europe 
discovered Colombia, and about the indigenous people 
who were already living there. Then join Carol and her 
class in preparing some arepas and welcoming a New 
Student from Colombia. Hola!
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Chapter

Coming!
Camila Is 

“With liberty and justice for all.” Carol Martin finished 
saying the Pledge of Allegiance with the rest of her 
class at Jim Thorpe Elementary School in Akron, 
Pennsylvania. She was excited because it was almost 
time for winter vacation. Her cousins were coming 
to visit from Virginia. She hoped it would snow so 
that they could go sledding.

“Good morning, class!” said Mrs. Johnson, 
interrupting her thoughts. “I have some exciting news. 
A new family just moved to our neighborhood from 
Colombia.” She pronounced the country’s name as 
koh-LOHM-bee-ah. “One of the girls, Camila Ramos, 
will be joining our class next week.”

The entire class looked at the teacher in surprise. 
“Colombia! That’s far away,” said Mario. 

Carol raised her hand.
“Yes, Carol?”
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Chapter 1 Camila Is Coming!

The Toco toucan is one of 
many species of toucans 
that live in Colombia. Its 
beak is nearly 10 inches 
long, and it eats mainly 
fruit. 
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Camila Is Coming!

“Will she know any English?” Carol asked. “I 
thought they spoke Spanish in Colombia. And why 
did you pronounce Colombia that way? It sounded 
funny.”

The other students laughed, but they understood 
Carol’s point. They were used to hearing Colombia 
pronounced kuh-LUM-bee-ah.

Mrs. Johnson smiled at Carol. “We need to learn 
more about Colombia before Camila arrives,” she 
said. “But I can tell you that in Spanish, the country’s 
name is pronounced koh-LOHM-bee-ah. Camila’s 
first language is Spanish, but she has studied English 
in school.”

“Speaking of her school,” Mrs. Johnson continued, 
“there is something else that might surprise you.” 
She walked over to the big calendar on the wall. 
First she flipped all the way back to February, at 
the beginning of the year. “Camila actually started 
third grade back in February.” She pointed to the 
calendar page, then flipped rapidly forward. “And 
she just finished at the end of November. So Camila 
will actually be back in third grade with us next 
week, but since she needs to learn a little more 
English, and she wants to learn more about being in 
the United States, it will be fine.”

Carol raised her hand quickly and asked: “So she 
didn’t finish the year in June and have a summer 
vacation like we do here?” 
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Chapter 1Chapter 1 Camila Is Coming!

“Exactly,” Mrs. Johnson answered. “Most of the 
schools in Colombia end the year in November and 
then have their long vacation over December and 
January. They also have a short vacation in July, 
after the first two marking periods.”

Mrs. Johnson walked over to the world map and 
pointed to Colombia. It was at the top of South 

Men in Cartagena, Colombia’s colorful city on the Caribbean 
coast, play chess with bottles that are painted and filled with sand. 
Behind them is a chiva, a traditional brightly decorated truck used 
for bringing peasants and their crops to market.
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Camila Is Coming!

America, just below the narrow country of Panama. 
“We want Camila to feel welcome,” she said. “So 
during the next few days we are going to study 
the map of Colombia, and the country’s history 
and culture. We are even going to make some 
Colombian food.” 

Carol could not wait to learn more about 
Colombia—or to meet Camila.

Coffee is Colombia’s most important crop. One reason Colombian 
coffee is popular is an advertisement based on “Juan Valdez,” who 
is supposed to be a typical Colombian coffee farmer.
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