
Everywhere across the United States, children from 
other countries are joining American classrooms. 
How can their classmates prepare? Learning about the 
culture, geography, and history of the new student’s 
native country can help smooth the transition. 
Greeting the student with a few words in his or her 
language, making a traditional craft, and whipping 
up a well-known dish are all sure to help the child 
feel welcome. In this vibrant and colorful series, 
students and teachers can fi nd out how to Meet a 
New Student—and maybe make a new friend.

A new student from China is joining Ashley’s 
third-grade class in Boulder, Colorado. The whole 
class wants to help welcome Cui Ping, so they are 
eager to learn as much as they can about her country. 
Join them as they learn about power struggles in 
ancient dynasties and how bronze was used. See the 
magnifi cent artistry in colossal achievements such 
as the Great Wall and the Giant Buddha of Leshan. 
Find out what kinds of things Americans buy from 
China, and discover some fun Chinese games—like 
tiaoban (seesaw jumping!). Then join Ashley and her 
class in preparing some almond cookies and tea and 
welcoming a New Student from China. Hen hao!
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The Robbie Reader series features short,
easy-to-read nonfi ction chapter books 
for the beginning reader.
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All rights reserved. No part of this book
may be reproduced without written permission 
from the publisher. Printed and bound in the 
United States of America.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The facts on which the story 
in this book is based have been thoroughly 
researched. Documentation of such research 
can be found on page 44. While every possible 
effort has been made to ensure accuracy, the 
publisher will not assume liability for damages 
caused by inaccuracies in the data, and 
makes no warranty on the accuracy of the 
information contained herein.

To refl ect current usage, we have chosen to 
use the secular era designations BCE
(“before the common era”) and CE (“of the 
common era”) instead of the traditional
designations BC (“before Christ”) and AD 
(anno Domini, “in the year of the Lord”).
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Chapter

Classroom
A New

Ashley walked into her classroom and came to a 
sudden stop. What happened? When she had left 
on Friday, it looked like it always did. Now, on 
Monday, it was completely different. There were 
new maps on the wall. There were two brightly 
colored paper lights hanging from the ceiling. There 
was a poster in the front with a large circle and a 
lot of animals around it. There was even a little 
package on each desk. Ashley hurried to her desk 
to take a closer look.

“What’s going on?” asked Teresa, as she sat down 
in the desk next to Ashley’s.

“I have no idea,” replied Ashley. “What are these 
packages of long plastic sticks?”

“Those are chopsticks,” said Tonio, as he sat down 
behind her. “I used them once when I went out to 
eat with a friend. They’re like our forks and spoons.”

Mrs. Vance clapped her hands. Everyone sat 
down and stopped talking. 
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A New Classroom

China Total Area 
3,705,400 square miles  
(9,596,000 square kilometers) 

Population 
1,330,044,600 (July 2008 estimate)

Capital City 
Beijing

Religions 
Daoism (Taoist), Buddhism; some Christianity 
and Islam (Note: The government’s official 
religion is atheism.)

Languages 
Standard Chinese or Mandarin 
(Putonghua, based on the Beijing 
dialect), Yue (Cantonese), Wu 
(Shanghainese), Minbei (Fuzhou), Minnan 
(Hokkien-Taiwanese), Xiang, Gan, Hakka 
dialects, minority languages

Chief Exports 
Machinery, electrical products, data 
processing equipment, apparel, textiles, 
steel, mobile phones, toys

Monetary Unit 
Renminbi (also referred to the unit, yuan)

FACTS ABOUT THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Where in the World
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A New Classroom

“Good morning, everyone,” she said. “How do 
you like the changes in our classroom?”

Sean raised his hand. “They look nice, Mrs. Vance, 
but what are they for?”

“We have a new student coming to Boulder City 
Elementary at the end of the week. Her name is Cui 
Ping,” explained their teacher. The girl’s name 
sounded like kwee-ping. “I wanted to make sure the 
classroom made her feel welcome. Now, based on 
what I have done in here, can anyone guess where 
Cui Ping might be from?” 

“New York?” asked Kelly. Everyone laughed. 
“No, somewhere outside the United States,” 

suggested Mrs. Vance. 
Ashley looked at the maps on the wall. She had 

an idea. 
“Japan?” asked Rufus. Mrs. Vance shook her 

head. 
“China?” asked Ashley. 
“Very good, Ashley,” said Mrs. Vance. “Cui Ping is 

from China’s biggest city, Shanghai [shang-HYE]. 
Now, what ideas do you have for ways to welcome 
her to our class?”

The class had many ideas. Mrs. Vance wrote them 
down on the blackboard. When they had more 
than a dozen, the class stopped to vote on which 
ones they liked best. Making a snack was everyone’s 
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A New Classroom
In many Chinese homes, a picture or paper model of Zao Jun and 
his wife are placed above the kitchen fi replace. His wife, who hears 
everything that is said in the household over the year, writes a report 
for Zao Jun, who takes the report to the Jade Emperor, the Lord of 
Heaven, on the New Year. Families offer Zao Jun food and incense 
on his birthday and on New Year’s Eve. They will even smear his 
lips with honey, hoping to make his words sweeter—or to make his 
lips stick together completely. On New Year’s Day, they will burn the 
picture or model of Zao Jun and his wife and replace it with a new 
one. This tradition is over 2,000 years old.
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A New Classroom

favorite idea. Next, they wanted to make some sort 
of craft.

“I like the paper lanterns you have by your desk,” 
said Ashley. “Could we make more of those?”

“We sure can,” replied Mrs. Vance. “In fact, that 
will be perfect. Cui Ping is coming here 
just about the time they celebrate the 
New Year in China. On the last day 
of their celebration, the children 
all make paper lanterns like 
this.”

“But New Year’s was weeks 
ago,” objected Joshua. 

“In the United States, it was,” 
agreed the teacher. “But in 
China, they have a fi fteen-day 
celebration that begins on the 
fi rst day of a new moon. This 
means that it changes every 
year.”

Ashley smiled. What a neat idea—a 
holiday that changed every year. She wondered 
what other fascinating things she would learn about 
China before the week was over.

will be perfect. Cui Ping is coming here 
just about the time they celebrate the 
New Year in China. On the last day 
of their celebration, the children 
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Ashley smiled. What a neat idea—a 
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A teacher and 
philosopher named 
Confucius lived in 
China from 551 to 479 
BCE. He did a lot of 
studying and thinking. 
Then he shared what 
he had learned with 
others. He is known 
for many wise sayings, 
including: “If you enjoy 
what you do, you’ll 
never work another 
day in your life.” “What 
you do not want done 
to yourself, do not do 
to others.” “I hear and 
I forget. I see and I 
remember. I do and I 
understand.”
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