
Have you ever wondered how kids from 
other countries spend their time in school? 
In this lively addition to the Meet Our New 
Student series, follow a day at school for 
eight students from around the world. In 
Costa Rica, Gabriel’s principal makes an 
exciting announcement. In Thailand, Atom 
prepares a gift for his teacher. In Kenya, 
Mildred’s class gets a special visitor—who 
eats a boy’s quiz! 

Based on interviews with people who live 
in the countries profi led, these fi ctionalized 
stories include true details about students 
in these countries, such as the subjects 
they study, the games they play at recess, 
the clothes they wear to school, the foods 
they eat, and what can happen when they 
misbehave. There’s also a traditional craft 
you can make for each country; just follow 
the easy instructions. 
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The Robbie Reader series 
features short, easy-to-read 
nonfi ction chapter books 
for the beginning reader.
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All rights reserved. No part of this book
may be reproduced without written permission 
from the publisher. Printed and bound in the 
United States of America.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The facts on which the story 
in this book is based have been thoroughly 
researched. Documentation of such research 
can be found on page 60. While every possible 
effort has been made to ensure accuracy, the 
publisher will not assume liability for damages 
caused by inaccuracies in the data, and 
makes no warranty on the accuracy of the 
information contained herein.
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Chapter

Costa Rica 1
Gabriel whistled as he kicked his soccer ball down the street. The 
walk to school wasn’t far, and he was early, so he didn’t hurry.

Suddenly, somebody ran up behind him and kicked the ball 
away from him.

“Antonio!” shouted Gabriel. “Cut it out.” 
Antonio dribbled the ball, grinning. Gabriel didn’t bother trying 

to steal it back. Antonio was the best soccer player in the school.
“Oh, fi ne. Here you go,” Antonio said. He kicked the ball back 

to Gabriel. The boys made a game of passing it back and forth as 
they walked. When they arrived at the school, a couple of other 
kids joined their game. The playground was wet from recent rain, 
so their blue school uniform pants got muddy around the cuffs. 

Too soon, the principal clapped her hands to signal that the 
day was about to begin. The students gathered in lines on the 
playground and sang the Costa Rican national anthem. Then the 
principal began the announcements.

“Next week we’ll celebrate Children’s Day,” she said. “Our 
school will put on our own Olympic games.”

The kids cheered, and the principal took a bow. “Each class 
has a job to do to prepare for our Olympics. I want you all to 
help.”

She clapped her hands again, and Gabriel and Antonio walked 
with the other 23 kids in their class to their third-grade room. The 
school was made up of three concrete buildings for classrooms, 
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8

Chapter 1Chapter 1 Costa Rica

as well as separate buildings for the kindergarten and cafeteria. 
The buildings were connected by covered walkways.

The kids in Gabriel’s class chatted excitedly about the Olympics. 
They had trouble standing still by their desks. Their teacher waited 
for them to get quiet before he greeted them.

“Good morning, class,” he said.
“Good morning, teacher,” the class responded in unison (YOO-

nih-sun). They sat down. 
“I know you’re all excited about the Olympics,” the teacher 

said. “And I’ll talk to you about our job in art class at the end of 
the day. But we need to focus on our studies fi rst.”

Students in Gabriel’s school compete in a wheelbarrow race at 
their informal Olympic games. They do not wear their uniforms on 
this special day.
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Costa RicaCosta Rica

Gabriel slowly got out his notebook and began to copy the 
social studies lesson from the board. He hated copying because it 
made his hand cramp, but the school couldn’t afford social studies 
books. Luckily, the school gave kids textbooks for most of the other 
classes, including math, science, English, and humanities. They 
didn’t use books for art, PE, or Christian religion. Classes were 
taught in Spanish.

Every now and then, Gabriel paused and looked around the 
room. The walls were decorated with a colorful rain forest theme, 
including animals and palm trees, and a large chalkboard hung 
at the front. The windows were just holes in the wall with bars 
across them. This allowed air to fl ow through and cool the room. 
Most of the other students scratched away at their notebooks, but 
Maria and Jessica whispered together.

Gabriel’s class works on an art project. The students share pens and 
other materials because some of them do not have enough.

Around the World book.indd   9 9/28/09   2:08:07 PM



10

Chapter 1Chapter 1 Costa Rica

“Maria! Jessica! Quiet down,” warned the teacher.
“Sorry, teacher,” the girls said.
Gabriel leaned back over his work. He did okay in school, but 

he didn’t always try his hardest. His parents sometimes said he 
should put in more effort, or it wouldn’t be worth paying his 
admission fees and buying his uniform. But Gabriel knew they 
would make sure he graduated from elementary school. Some 
kids in Gabriel’s town weren’t so lucky. They dropped out early to 
work and help support their families. 

When the class was dismissed for recess, Gabriel ran outside 
and joined another soccer game. Some kids jumped rope or 
played tag, and a few bought snacks from the soda (SOH-dah) 
across the street. When the twenty-minute recess was over, the 

If they have money to spare, Gabriel and his friends buy snacks or 
sweets from a small shop called a soda.
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Costa RicaCosta Rica

students lined up to rinse their muddy shoes at an outdoor sink 
before they went back inside.

During math, Gabriel’s attention drifted. 
As usual, Maria and Jessica couldn’t 
stop whispering and giggling. The 
teacher ended up giving both of 
them pink slips for their parents to 
sign that evening. 

At lunch, the kids went to the 
cafeteria. The food was the same 
every day: rice and beans and a 
salad. The kids ate hungrily. Gabriel 
knew some of them didn’t get enough 
to eat outside of school, so they really 

needed the free lunch the school gave them.
Art was the fi nal lesson of the afternoon. 

The teacher smiled and said, “Now let’s talk 
about our Olympic games.” He explained 

that their class had to make gold, silver, and 
bronze medals out of cardboard. The group 
quickly got to work cutting circles of card- 
board and painting them.

“This is going to be so great,” said 
Gabriel. 

“I bet our class will beat the fi fth graders 
in soccer,” Antonio said. 

Before they knew it, it was time to clean 
up. It was a Friday, so everyone had to pitch 
in to rake the playground and pick up 

garbage before they were dismissed to go 
home. Gabriel grabbed his notebook with the 

lessons he had to learn, picked up his soccer 
ball, and waved to Antonio.

“I have to get home and help in the 
garden,” he said. “Will you have time to play 

this weekend?”

During math, Gabriel’s attention drifted. 
As usual, Maria and Jessica couldn’t 
stop whispering and giggling. The 
teacher ended up giving both of 

every day: rice and beans and a 
salad. The kids ate hungrily. Gabriel 
knew some of them didn’t get enough 
to eat outside of school, so they really 

needed the free lunch the school gave them.

The teacher smiled and said, “Now let’s talk 
about our Olympic games.” He explained 

that their class had to make gold, silver, and 
bronze medals out of cardboard. The group 
quickly got to work cutting circles of card- 
board and painting them.

Gabriel. 

in soccer,” Antonio said. 

up. It was a Friday, so everyone had to pitch 
in to rake the playground and pick up 

garbage before they were dismissed to go 
home. Gabriel grabbed his notebook with the 

lessons he had to learn, picked up his soccer 
ball, and waved to Antonio.

garden,” he said. “Will you have time to play 
this weekend?”

School lunch
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Chapter 1Chapter 1 Costa Rica

Children celebrate Costa Rica’s Independence Day, September 15, 
by performing in a parade.

“I’m not sure,” said Antonio. “My father is out of town, so I 
might have to help with the farm animals. Stop by and I’ll let you 
know, okay?”

“Okay.” Gabriel tossed his ball to the ground and dribbled it 
toward home. It wasn’t often that they had special activities at 
school. Next week’s Olympics were going to be great. He imagined 
dodging another player and kicking the ball to score. “Gooooooal!” 
he yelled. 
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Costa RicaCosta Rica

Make Your Own Rain Forest 
Palm Tree

You Will Need
A paper towel roll
A paper plate
Scissors
Glue
Brown paint
A brown pen or crayon
Green construction paper
An adult to help you

Instructions
1. Paint the paper towel roll brown. Set it aside 

to dry.

2. Cut green construction paper into small oval 
shapes. Use scissors to cut small slits in the sides of 
the ovals so that they look like palm leaves. You will 
need about 5-10 leaves.

3. When your paper towel roll is dry, use your pen or crayon to draw short 
squiggly lines on the roll. This will make it look textured, like bark. 

4. Cut one-inch slits into the bottom of the paper towel roll. Fold the slits 
inward and apply glue to them. Then press the roll fi rmly to the middle 
of your paper plate. The plate will form a base so that your tree will 
stand up.

5. Using a little glue at the bottom of each leaf, glue the leaves into the 
inside of the top end of the paper towel roll. Let them fan out around 
the top to complete your tree.

“Gabriel!” His mother’s voice snapped 
him out of his daydream.

“Coming!” he shouted. He picked 
up the ball and ran the rest of the way 
home. For now, games would have to 
wait.

Make Your Own Rain Forest 

1. Paint the paper towel roll brown. Set it aside 

2. Cut green construction paper into small oval 
shapes. Use scissors to cut small slits in the sides of 
the ovals so that they look like palm leaves. You will 

“Gabriel!” His mother’s voice snapped 

“Coming!” he shouted. He picked 
up the ball and ran the rest of the way 
home. For now, games would have to 
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TurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkeyTurkey
Hot-air balloons fl oat 
over the Cappadocia 
region of Turkey. The 
natural rock pillars 
create a stunning 
view.
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