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wild about wild ponies

Chapter  
One 1

Stand perfectly still and imagine this: You’re on a 
small island off the coast of Virginia and you think 
you’re alone. Suddenly a herd of ponies comes 
galloping down the beach. Thrump, thrump, 
thrump—their hooves beat the sand as they get 
closer. Their manes fly and their nostrils flare. Like 
other ponies, these are strong and graceful. Unlike 
other ponies, these are wild. 

In a nation filled with skyscrapers and cement, 
it’s hard to believe that herds of wild ponies still 
exist in the United States, but they do. About three 
hundred wild ponies live on Assateague (AS-uh-
teeg) Island.

Many people first learned about these  
famous wild ponies from a book called Misty of 
Chincoteague (SHING-koh-teeg) by Marguerite 
Henry. The story was written in 1947. The book is 
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fictional, but it is based on real people, real ponies, 
and a real place. Chincoteague Island is tucked 
between windy and wild Assateague and the coast 
of Virginia. 

Assateague is only a mile wide, but thirty-seven 
miles long. The invisible border between Maryland 
and Virginia stretches over the water and across the 
island. Two groups of ponies live on the island; a 
fence in the middle of the island keeps them apart. 
The herd on the Maryland side is owned and 
managed by the National Park Service. The Virginia 
herd is owned by the Chincoteague, Virginia, fire 
department. The animals in the Virginia herd are 
often referred to as Chincoteague ponies.

Anyone can visit either group of wild ponies. 
What you may not know is that you can buy one of 
these ponies to care for and keep as a pet of your 
own.

Owning a wild pony is a lot like owning any 
other pony. Ponies need daily care and exercise. You 
can ride your pony in races, shows, or just for fun. 
Ponies can be trained to pull carts or wagons. If you 
live on a farm, you can put your pony to work 
helping to round up cattle or sheep. Ponies are good 
learners. With patience and practice, you can teach 
your pony to respond to your requests and do basic 
tricks. 

Wild Pony book.indd   6 3/24/08   3:19:36 PM



7

Riding a pony is good exercise. It 
gets you outdoors in the fresh air and 
gives you an exciting 
way to enjoy nature. If 
you’ve never ridden a 
pony before, you’ll 
quickly learn it takes 
balance and leg 
strength to stay in the 
saddle while trotting 
(TRAH-ting) across a 
rough field. Riding will 
help improve your 
balance. 

Do any of your friends have ponies? Riding with 
them is a great way to add to the fun. You might also 
want to take lessons together or join a club, like a  
U.S. Pony Club or 4-H, where you can learn more 
about riding and caring for horses.

Above all, ponies make great companions. Your 
pony will become a friend who looks forward to 
spending time with you. When you enter the barn, 
your pony will likely whinny a greeting to you.

Do you think you might want to have a wild 
pony of your own? If so, you’ll want to read the rest 
of this book to learn all about these amazing animals.

Ponies are herd 
animals. They live in 
groups and help each 
other survive threats 
from the weather and 
other creatures.
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