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operation: Get a puppy!

Chapter 
One 1

Okay, so you really want a puppy of your own, right? 
But you’re not sure you can convince your mom or 
dad that you’re ready to be an official pet owner. Well, 
don’t worry. This book is designed to teach you cool 
and useful information about puppies so that you can 
prove to your parents you will be a responsible master 
to your new puppy. We’ll call this mission Operation: 
Get a Puppy!

First, you’ll need to be armed with lots of 
reasons that a puppy would be a good addition to 
your already busy life. So here is a “Top Ten Reasons
I Need a Puppy” list to share with your parents. (Feel 
free to change it a little to make it sound more like 
you.)
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 10. A puppy is a great friend, so you won’t ever 
have to feel lonely again.

 9. A puppy will help you get more exercise, 
because you’ll need to walk him and play with 
him every day.

 8. A puppy will keep you from spending so much 
time on the computer or in front of the TV, 
because you’ll be too busy playing with your 
new puppy. 

 7. A puppy will build your confidence, because 
you’ll learn that you are good at taking care of 
your dog.

 6. A puppy will teach you about loyalty, because 
dogs are extremely loyal.

 5. Your feet will never be cold again, because a 
puppy is furry and can keep your feet nice and 
cozy when you tuck your toes under his belly. 

 4. A puppy is a great alarm system, because she 
will bark whenever someone is coming or 
danger is nearby. 

 3. A puppy helps keep the floor very clean, 
because he will lick up the crumbs you drop 
when you eat a snack. Yum! 

 2. A puppy will make you feel safe, because dogs 
have a great desire to protect the people they 
love. 

 1. A puppy will grow into a dog who will always 
be your best friend. After all, dogs have been 
called “Man’s Best Friend” for many years.

 

Top Ten Reasons I Need a Puppy
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There you go! You have a Top 
Ten list to present to your parents. 
Now you need to learn more about 
taking care of puppies, 
and you need to figure 
out the best kind of 
puppy for your family. 
Some dogs are very 
hyper. Others are more 
laid back. Some dog 
breeds are known for 
being very smart. Other 
breeds are known for 
their feisty attitudes. 
Some little puppies 
stay little, but others 
get very, very big! And 
some dogs need lots 
and lots of room to run 
around outside, so you 
might want to talk to Mom 
or Dad about building a fence or putting in a buried 
electric fence, made by companies such as Invisible 
Fence®, to keep your dog safe. You don’t want your 
friend to run away, right? Whatever kind of puppy you 
choose, the most important thing to remember is this: 
Your puppy will love you no matter what; and you 
need to return that love.

It’s a good idea to 
adopt or buy a breed 
of dog that your family 
already knows a little 
about. If your mom 
grew up with a 
dachshund, then you’ll 
know what to expect 
from that kind of dog. 
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