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is your pig in a pen?

Chapter  
One 1

It’s easy to understand why you’d want a pet. Pets 
make great friends to play with and talk to. They 
make you laugh. They even teach you important 
things about responsibility. Trying to prove to your 
parents that you are able to take care of a pet can be 
hard. Just wanting one is not enough—you have to 
be able to show them you know all about that pet 
and what it needs. Then you have to show them you 
are willing and able to do those things.

If you are going to ask your parents for a pet, 
do it carefully.

If you are going to ask if you can have a 
potbellied pig for a pet, do it extra carefully.

While cats, dogs, birds, and even mice or rats 
may be okay with your family, a pig might be another 
story. When most people think of pigs, they see a 
pen on a farm. It is muddy. It is messy. It is full of 
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snorting, hungry, grumpy-looking pigs. This doesn’t 
sound like a good idea for a house pet.

Be ready! Let your parents know right away that 
you don’t mean the thousand-pound hogs they are 
picturing. You want a small, clean, smart potbellied 
pig. Have pictures ready to show them, or they may 
keep seeing that same huge hog, no matter what  
you say.

One look at some  
of the pictures of 
these little pigs might 
be enough to begin to 
change their minds. 
After all, potbellied 
pigs are really cute. 
They have very short 
legs and swaybacks, 
so their bellies almost 
touch the ground. This 
is why they are called 
potbellied! Their 
straight tail wags like a dog’s when they are happy. 
They have wrinkled noses and perky, small ears. Just 
one look at them makes a person want to smile.

Pictures alone are likely not enough to change 
your parents’ minds. You need to know some facts 

Potbellied pigs 
originally came from 
Asia. History shows 
that they were kept 
as pets by Chinese 
emperors as long ago 
as 6000 BCE.
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that will help your parents to go from “Are you 
kidding me?” to at least “It’s a possibility.” This 
means you have to do some potbellied pig 
homework! Learn as much as you can about this 
adorable animal so that when your parents begin to 
ask questions, you already have all the answers.

Here are some of the things you need to find 
out about:

• What kind of care do potbellied pigs need?
• What do these pigs eat?
• How big do these pigs get?
• Can I play with a potbellied pig?
• What equipment do they need?

Check with your city hall to see if your city has 
any pet restrictions (ree-STRIK-shuns). Some cities 
will not let you keep a potbellied pig. Others have 
rules about how big a pet pig can be.

You can bet your parents will ask, so let’s find 
out about these exotic pets and what it takes to own 
one.
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