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A Pet Spider?

Chapter  
One 1

So, you want to get a pet, but you think a cat or dog 
is just too boring? You might think about getting a 
tarantula (tuh-RAN-chuh-luh) instead. Tarantulas 
are huge spiders. Their bodies and legs are covered 
with fuzzy hair. 

Why would anyone want to have a spider as 
a pet? Many people are afraid of these eight-legged 
creatures. They think tarantulas are big, hairy, and 
mean. They might not be so afraid if they knew all 
the facts about tarantulas. 

It is true that some spiders would not make  
good pets, but tarantulas are not bad spiders at all. 
Many people enjoy keeping these animals as pets in 
their homes. Tarantulas are very gentle animals. They 
rarely bite, and they would rather run away from 
danger than attack. They don’t make any loud noises. 
They just like to stay by themselves in their cages. 
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Tarantulas are good to have as pets because 
they are very easy to care for. All you need is a 
simple cage, a container for water, and some chips 
of wood for digging. 

Tarantulas require little attention. You have to 
do many things for cats, dogs, and other pets, but 
you will not have to do as much for a tarantula. You 
will not have to take your tarantula out for a walk 
or run and play with it in the backyard. You will not 
have to train it to use the bathroom outside. 

Long ago, the streets of Taranto, Italy, were crawling with hairy 
wolf spiders. Tarantulas are named for this city, because the new 
spiders reminded people of wolf spiders.
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The tarantula was 
named after a city in 
Italy called Taranto. 
Many hairy wolf 
spiders once lived 
there. The wolf spider 
is actually a different 
kind of spider from a 
tarantula, though.

Your parents will be very happy that they don’t 
have to bug you about doing these things for your 
pet. All you have to do is give your tarantula food 
and water, and clean its cage sometimes. 

Another great thing about tarantulas is that 
they are so much fun to watch. Some tarantulas 
like to climb. Others like to jump. Most like to dig 
holes in the wood or soil and hide. It is fun to watch 
everything they do. 

Yet it is probably not a good idea to hold  
your tarantula. It could become scared and jump out 
of your hands, which could hurt or even kill your 
tarantula. These pets are better left inside their cages. 
You can just watch them crawl around from  
a distance. 

Before you decide to get a tarantula as a pet, 
you really need to learn more about them. Where do 
they live in the wild? What kind of food do they eat? 
How long will they live? Do they shed their skin like 
other spiders? What kind of home do they need?

If you want one of these pets, your parents will 
have to say it is okay. But first, they will probably 
want to know the answers to these questions. It is 
best that you learn a lot about tarantulas before you 
ask to get one. The answers to all these questions 
and more can be found in the rest of this book. 
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