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ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Amie Jane Leavitt is an accomplished author and photographer. 
She graduated from Brigham Young University as an education major and has since taught 
all subjects and grade levels in both private and public schools. She is an adventurer 
who loves to travel the globe in search of interesting story ideas and beautiful places 
to capture on film. She has written dozens of books for young readers including four 
others for Mitchell Lane in this series: How to Convince Your Parents You Can Care for 
a Pet Mouse, Tarantula, Chimpanzee, and Chinchilla. Amie believes that all living things 
should be treated with respect and dignity. She hopes that young readers will gain an 
appreciation for animals from all parts of the world after reading these books.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The facts on which this story is based have been thoroughly 
researched. While every possible effort has been made to ensure accuracy, the publisher 
will not assume liability for damages caused by inaccuracies in the data, and makes no 
warranty on the accuracy of the information contained herein.

Special thanks to Eddie at GliderCentral for all his help with this book, and to 
the parents and photographers of the sugar gliders in this book for letting us use their 
pictures.
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A Pet that CLIMBS AND glideS

Chapter 
One 1

Many kids have pets. Some have cats. Others have 
dogs. You might want to own a pet that is more 
unique (yoo-NEEK). If so, you might consider getting a 
sugar glider.

This animal is tiny. It weighs only 4 ounces as an 
adult. It likes to snuggle into tight spaces (like your 
pocket). It has silky soft fur similar to the fur of a 
chinchilla. It has a bushy tail that resembles a 
squirrel’s. It carries its babies around in its pouch—just 
like a kangaroo—and can actually hop off a perch, like 
a tree branch or even your arm, and glide around the 
room. 

Sugar gliders sleep during the day. That’s great 
news if you’re a school-age kid, because while you’re 
studying your fractions in math class, your pet is 
snoozing. When you get home, your pet will be all 
rested and ready to play with you. 

Sugar Glider book.indd   5 5/1/09   3:19:53 PM



6

Sugar gliders bond with humans by getting used to their smell. 
You probably don’t realize that you have a specific smell, but you 
do, and sugar gliders can sense it. Once your pets know you, 
they’ll want to climb all over you every chance they get!
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However, just 
because an animal 
sounds cute and looks 
cute doesn’t mean it is 
the right pet for you. It 
also doesn’t mean that 
your parents will agree 
to let you have one. 
This book was written 
to give you all the 
information you need 
to know about owning 
a sugar glider. That 
way, if you decide you want one, you’ll be able to 
explain to your parents why this animal would be a 
good pet for you and your family. 

It costs at least $150 
to buy a sugar glider. 
However, if you want 
a suggie that is 
spotted or a unique 
color, you could 
spend between $700 
and $2,000.

Some sugar glider 
owners like to dress 
up their pets. This 
owner made a tiny 
hat for his suggie. 
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