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So You Think You  
Want a Pet Snake?

Chapter  
One 1

Many people are very afraid of snakes. They believe 
all snakes are evil, dangerous killers, but this belief 
is not based on facts. The truth is that most snakes 
are harmless to humans. In fact, many snakes help 
humans by eating rodents and other pests. They are 
very important in keeping a healthy environment. 

As more and more people are discovering  
the truth about these animals, snakes are becoming 
more popular as pets. It is estimated that more 
than two million families now have 
pet snakes. 

One reason for their popularity 
is that there are many different kinds 
of snakes. They vary in size, color, 
habits, and even the way that  
they behave. 
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Snakes don’t need a lot of room. Most of the 
ones that would make a good first pet will need a 
container only about the size of a medium or large 
fish aquarium.

As long as their container is kept clean, snakes 
don’t smell bad. They certainly don’t bark or make 
other loud noises. They don’t need to be taken for 
walks. Most snakes can go a week or two between 
feedings.

Most snakes are content to live by themselves. 
They don’t need the same level of attention that 
dogs and cats do. But if you want, you can take a pet 
snake out of its container every day and play with it 
for a while. 

Many people have allergies (AA-lur-jeez) to 
common pets such as dogs, cats, or even hamsters. 
Allergies are strong reactions to certain substances. 
These reactions include sneezing, runny nose, skin 
rashes, and watery eyes. They are caused by dander 
(DAN-dur) in animal fur. Dander is old skin cells 
that flake off. Snakes don’t produce dander, so they 
don’t cause allergies. 

Like many people, you may think that snakes 
are slimy and cold. In reality, snake skin is quite 
smooth and soft. It’s also likely to be warm.
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Learning about snakes will help you become 
more aware of your environment. If you keep 
a snake, you will come to respect it. You will 
understand that it has as much right to live as any 
other animal. 

It’s very important that you find out everything 
about your new pet before you actually get one. The 
best way to do this is to sit down with your parents 
and learn about the snake together. That can be a 
lot of fun.

A closeup view of of a boa constrictor’s skin shows that it is 
actually made up of many tiny scales. The scales feel smooth  
and dry.
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