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Chapter 
One 1

Imagine attending your first pigeon race. In your hands 
you hold your beloved bird. Soon you will release 
your pet into the wind, trusting that it will return. Will 
your pigeon win the race? Will it indeed find its way 
back home to you? Being part of the sport of racing 
pigeons can be thrilling, rewarding, and scary all at the 
same time.

Many people all over the world own pigeons. 
Some owners enter their birds in shows where judges 
pick the best-looking birds. Other owners train their 
pets for races with other pigeons that span hundreds 
of miles. These birds are commonly called racing 
pigeons.

Most people have seen feral (FAYR-ul) pigeons, 
which are a common sight in most cities. The idea of 
keeping one of these pigeons as a pet may seem a 
little strange, but racing pigeons are bred to be much 

off to a fl ffl lying start
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tamer than these wild pigeons. Most wild pigeons will 
fly away if you walk toward them, but racing pigeons 
are used to being handled by humans.

One of the most exciting parts of owning a 
racing pigeon is the amount of freedom you can give 
your pet. Unlike most other pets, a racing pigeon does 
not have to be contained in a pen or attached to a 
leash to be kept safe. You can give this amazing animal 
its complete freedom by racing it.

You may have heard racing pigeons called 
homing pigeons. This is because these birds possess 
an instinct to return home from virtually anywhere. 

Hand-feeding helps keep pet racing pigeons tame.

Racing pigeon book.indd   6 10/8/09   3:05:45 PM



7

They can fly as fast as 60 miles per hour and travel 
500 miles or more in a single day.

In races, pigeons 
compete against each 
other to fly home as 
quickly as possible. No 
one knows for certain 
how these amazing 
birds locate their home 
when flying. It is almost 
as if each one has its 
own compass or GPS 
system built into its 
aerodynamic body. Some scientists think that pigeons 
can somehow detect the earth’s magnetic field and 
utilize it much like a compass does—always “feeling” 
which way is north. Others think they may watch the 
position of the sun to help find their way home.

Training a racing pigeon takes time and 
knowledge. Pigeon fanciers (FAN-see-erz) both young 
and old participate in the sport. Still, convincing your 
parents that you can care for a pet racing pigeon may 
be difficult. The best way to get your parents to say 
yes to your request is by learning as much as you can 
about these fascinating birds. By doing so, you can 
show your parents that you would make a responsible 
racing pigeon owner.

Pigeon racing is the 
national sport of 
Belgium. 
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