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What's small, furry, and very cuddly? A mouse, of
course. When many people think of getting a pet,
they think about puppies and kittens—but those
aren’t the only kinds of pets to own. Some people
like having unique (yoo-NEEK) pets. They want to
have something different than what their friends have.
That’s one reason many people like owning mice.

What is so nice about mice? First, these pets
are very small. They can sit in the palm of your hand.
They can even hide in your shirt pocket. How many
pets can do that? Not many. Mice are happy living in
small spaces. For their house, they only need a small
cage. This makes it very workable if you don’t have
much room in your house for a pet.

Another good thing about mice is that they keep
themselves very clean. You have to give your dog
a bath to keep it clean—but not a mouse. It cleans




itself all the time.
These animals
know how to
bathe themselves
from the time

FACTS
they are babies.

Deer mice can flatten Even before a
their bodies. This lets baby mouse has

them fit into openings
that are only one-
quarter of an inch high!

opened its eyes, it
is already cleaning
its skin with its
tongue.

Have you asked for a pet but your parents have
said pets are too expensive? If so, you might want to
ask them for a mouse. Mice are very cheap to buy.
Their cages do not cost a lot, either. And you will
not have to spend a lot of money on food for this
pet. Mice eat very little each day.

Do you want a pet that you can train to do
tricks? There’s no need to get a dog for that. A mouse
can do tricks too! Mice are very smart. You can train
them to run through mazes and climb ladders. You
can teach them to walk up your arm and sit on your
shoulder. You can even train them to jump through
hoops. If you really spend some time with it, your pet
mouse will sit and beg for its food like a dog.




When born, mice are barely the size of an adult human’s thumb.
Just like dogs and cats, baby mice, or “pinkies,” are born with
their eyes sealed closed. Their eyes will open when they are
about ten days old.

Mice are some of the best pets for kids. Why?
One reason is that they sleep during the day and play
at night. So while you are in school, your pet will be
resting. When you come home, it will be ready to play
with you. How great is that? Do you think you want
to get a mouse of your own? If so, you'll want to read
the rest of this book to learn all about this animal.
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