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So you think you  
want a pet horse?

Chapter  
One 1

Have you ever dreamed of owning a horse? Perhaps 
you’ve longed to be a cowboy, riding the open range 
in search of adventure. Maybe you’ve wanted to 
gallop across the finish line on a sleek racehorse. For 
many people, horses represent freedom. Horses 
don’t need roads or gas to get where they’re going. 

Because of a horse’s height and speed, riding 
one can make you feel like you’re flying. Horses are 
big and powerful, but they are also graceful, gentle, 
and intelligent creatures that enjoy human company. 
If you’ve wondered what it would be like to own a 
horse, you’re not alone. Horses have fascinated 
people since the dawn of civilization (sih-vih-lih-
ZAY-shun). 

Humans first sought out horses not as pets, but 
as food! More than 30,000 years ago, tribes of 
hunter-gatherers in France and Spain painted cave 
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pictures of warriors hunting horses. Experts believe 
that nomadic (noh-MAD-ik) people from Mongolia 
were the first to domesticate (doh-MES-tih-kayt) 
horses, keeping them as livestock. As the tribes 
brought their horses to better pastures, the horses 
became healthier and the herds grew bigger. These 
horses gave a steady supply of food, hides, and milk. 

No one knows when the first brave person 
climbed onto a horse’s back. We do know that when 
people rode horses into war, civilization was 
changed forever. Against the towering height and 
speed of a mounted warrior, a foot soldier didn’t 
stand a chance. Armies that had cavalry (KAH-vul-
ree) and horse-drawn chariots (CHAIR-ee-uts) had 
a huge advantage over enemies who did not. The 
oldest-known book of horsemanship was written in 
2800 BCE by the Hittites, who lived where Turkey is 
today. The book’s most important lesson said: In 
battle, kill your opponent’s horse first!

Though the horse played an important role on 
the battlefield, it was also useful in times of peace. 
Farming was much easier if you had a sturdy draft 
horse to pull a plow or to help take your crops to 
market. If you needed to get somewhere fast, you 
took a horse. Single riders with light loads, such as 
messengers, could travel long distances quickly. 
Perhaps the most famous of these were the riders of 
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the Pony Express, who delivered mail across the 
wide-open western United States in the 1860s. 
Hooked up to a wagon, a team of horses could 
easily transport a whole family and all their goods. 

Today the horse has largely been replaced by 
machines—such as tractors, cars, and tanks. Horses 
still are kept by people who love to ride them for 
pleasure or sport. Maybe you can be one of them, 
but there are important things to think about first. A 
horse comes with a lot of responsibility. Keeping a 
horse happy and healthy costs a lot of money and 
takes a lot of work. If you’re up to the challenge—and 
if you can convince your parents that you are—a 
horse can be a wonderful companion.

Police on horseback are 
called mounted police. In 
England, they keep unruly 
rugby fans under control. 
In New York City, they 
patrol the open spaces 
of Central Park. Mounted 
police think of their 
horses as their partners.
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