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ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Stephanie Bearce always loved animals. Her dad was a biology 
teacher, so she grew up with all kinds of pets. She had everything from snakes and 
salamanders to hamsters, gerbils, and guinea pigs. When she got older, she decided to study 
plants and animals. She received a degree in agriculture from Kansas State University. Then 
she became a science teacher. Like her dad’s, her classroom was a home to all kinds of 
critters. She believes pets are a great way for children to learn about the world around them. 
 
PUBLISHER’S NOTE: The facts on which this story is based have been thoroughly researched. 
Documentation of such research is listed on page 29. While every possible effort has been 
made to ensure accuracy, the publisher will not assume liability for damages caused by 
inaccuracies in the data, and makes no warranty on the accuracy of the information contained 
herein.
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A FURRY FRIEND

Chapter 
One 1

Would you like a pet that can whistle, chatter, and 
cuddle? Do you like cute furry animals? If so, a guinea 
pig may be the perfect pet for you.

Guinea pigs don’t cost a lot. Often you can 
adopt one for a small fee. They eat pellets and 
vegetables, so they are not as expensive to feed as 
dogs or cats. Their favorite toys are cardboard and 
wood. They enjoy playing with people.

Guinea pigs are curious and like to explore. They 
want to know everything about their home—and their 
owners. Guinea pigs love to be petted, and they even 
like to sleep on laps. With their big eyes, small ears, 
and pig-shaped bodies, they are also very cute.

If you get a guinea pig, you will have a fun, furry 
friend. You can use a soft brush on your guinea pig’s 
fur. You can make toys for it. You can even teach it to 
come when you call.

Guinea pig book.indd   5 11/2/09   5:17:14 PM



6

Guinea pigs have a good sense 
of hearing. They can learn that the 
sound of a refrigerator 
door means a snack is 
coming. They know the 
voices of people they 
like. Your guinea pig 
may chirp and whistle 
when you come home 
from school.

Scientists think 
that guinea pigs’ good 
ears have helped them 
learn how to make 
many different sounds. 
They chirp, squeak, whistle, squeal, and churr. They 
also make sounds with their teeth such as grinding and 
chattering. Guinea pigs like to talk to each other and 
to their owners.

A great thing about guinea pigs is that they like 
to be held. Dogs and cats often grow too large to sit 
on a person’s lap. Snakes and lizards don’t like to be 
petted. Guinea pigs love attention. They are social 
animals that do not usually bite people. 

You can learn to understand guinea pigs by 
watching how they move. When a guinea pig is happy, 
it jumps in the air. If a guinea pig is stretched out, it is 

Baby guinea pigs are 
born covered with hair, 
and they open their 
eyes right away. They 
can run when they are 
three hours old and 
eat solid food after a 
day.
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relaxed. Guinea pigs greet each other by bumping 
noses. If they are scared, they make their legs stiff and 
they freeze in place.

Guinea pigs are interesting animals, and they 
make awesome pets.

7

Baby guinea pigs are called pups. They need to stay with their 
mothers until they are at least six weeks old.
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