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ferrets are fun!@

Chapter  
One 1

You’ve seen one. You want one. Now all you have 
to do is get your parents to agree.

There is no doubt about it. Ferrets are very 
cute animals. They love to play. They are fun to 
watch. They are the best hide-and-seek players ever! 
They love being held and touched. 

It is easy to understand why you would want a 
ferret for a pet. Before you decide if you should have 
one, you need to learn about this funny animal. It is 
the only way to know whether a ferret is the right 
pet for you and you are the right owner for a ferret.

Ferrets love to play even more than they love 
to sleep, and they sleep a lot—as many as 18 hours a 
day. When they are awake, they are ready for action! 
If they are kept in their cages all day and their basic 
needs are not met, they will get sad and sometimes 
even sick. They have to be out of their cages at least 
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four hours a day. Six hours is even better. If you 
are going to be in school all day, playing with your 
friends all afternoon, doing homework all evening, 
and then heading off to bed, a ferret is the wrong pet 
for you. It has to have a lot of time out of its cage, 
so it can play, play, play! 

A ferret wants to run and explore. It is a 
curious animal. It is also quite smart. It always wants 
to know what is around the next corner. What is 
in the cupboard? What is behind the door? What is 
under the couch? What is on the other side of that 
little hole in the wall? It wants to find out.

A ferret also wants to play with toys. It wants 
to grab that sock you left on the floor and attack it. 
Most of all, it wants to spend time with you. This 
means you have to take a lot of responsibility caring 
for your pet. You have to make time to come home 
and play with it—every single day. You can’t leave 
it alone over the weekend. This is a pet that really 
needs your time and attention. Are you willing to do 
that? Are your parents willing to help you? If you do 
not have their support, owning a ferret may be more 
work than you can handle. 

Ferrets are also friendly. They want to play 
with you—and with any other pets you might have. 
Some pets will like a ferret. Others will not! Most 
of the time, ferrets get along with dogs and cats, but 
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not always. It depends on what your dog 
or cat is like. Some may want to play. 
Others will get angry 
or jealous. They might 
hurt your ferret. 

Some pets do 
not do well with 
ferrets at all. Birds, 
hamsters, guinea pigs, 
and rabbits are good 
examples. Your ferret 
may just want to play, 
but it could end up 
hurting one of these 
pets. Ferrets are meat eaters. They may think one of 
your smaller pets is a quick meal. 

Like any pet, ferrets are cute—but they can 
also be very demanding! Make sure you know what 
you are getting into before you talk to your parents. 
Finding things out after you get a pet is not the way 
to go!

The word ferret comes 
from a Latin word for 
“little thief.” That is 
the perfect name for 
an animal who loves 
to steal things when 
you aren’t looking.

Duncan is an 
albino ferret. 
He has white 
fur and red 
eyes.
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