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The softest fur on earth 

Chapter  
One 1

What has the tail of a squirrel, the ears of a mouse, 
the whiskers of a cat, and the body of a rabbit? Is it a 
squouse? Is it a cabbit? Nope, it’s none of those 
things. It’s a chinchilla! 

Chinchillas are not typical pets, and that’s 
exactly why many people like owning them. They like 
having something that other people do not. Many 
chinchilla owners like to impress their friends with the 
things their unusual pet can do. Chinchillas can jump 
high in the air like a rabbit and even fetch sticks like a 
dog. They can do stunts like open plastic jars of treats, 
do backflips over their toys, and perform tap dance 
routines with their tiny toenails clicking on tin shelves.

Chinchillas are part of a unique (yoo-NEEK) 
group of animals called exotic pets. These pets 
include many kinds of animals such as hedgehogs, 
ferrets, tarantulas, iguanas, flying squirrels, and sugar 
gliders. Exotic pets are not the typical pets, and they 
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usually come from another part of the world than 
where the owner lives. Chinchillas come from South 
America.

There are many reasons to keep a chinchilla as a 
pet. For one, chinchillas are soft and cuddly. They are 
so fluffy that they almost look like a big puffy cotton 
ball. Their fur is the softest and silkiest of any animal’s 
on earth.

Chinchillas generally live for a very long time. If 
they are properly cared for, they can live as long as 
20 years! Compare this with dogs, which usually live 
only 10 or 12 years, and cats, which live to a maximum 

Chinchillas are blue-gray to silver-gray. In the wild, this color 
helps them blend in with their surroundings. Animals that hunt 
them have trouble seeing them on the rocky ground.

Chinchilla book.indd   6 5/1/09   5:59:31 PM



7

age of 1�. For kids who want the same 
pet throughout their entire growing-up 
years, the chinchilla’s 
life span is great news. 

Another benefit 
of chinchillas is their 
sleep schedule. These 
furry friends are 
crepuscular (kreh-
PUS-kyoo-lur), which 
means they typically 
wake up around sunset. 
While this may be a 
problem for very young 
children, it is ideal for a 
school-age kid. While 
you are in school 
during the daytime, 
your chinchilla will be 
snoozing. Then you can 
come home, do your homework, and even eat dinner 
before your pet is awake and ready to play. 

So, do you think you’d like a chinchilla? If so, 
there’s a lot you need to learn about these animals 
before you can go out and buy one. Turn the page and 
let’s explore the captivating world of chinchillas. 

Chinchillas are 
endangered animals. 
There are very few left 
in the wild. In the 
1800s, people started 
hunting them for their 
soft, dense fur, which 
they’d use to make 
coats. Millions of 
chinchillas were killed 
during that time. They 
are now a protected 
animal in South 
America.
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