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Rabbits are everywhere

Chapter  
One 1

Your parents might be surprised to learn that you 
want a pet rabbit. “You’re not bringing a rat into this 
house!” your mom might screech. Some people think 
rabbits are rodents (ROH-dents), but they are 
wrong. Rabbits belong to the order Lagomorph 
(LAA-guh-morf), which also includes hares and  
pikas (PY-kuz).

Rabbits, hares, and pikas all have fur and short 
fluffy tails. They are herbivores (UR-buh-vorz), which 
means they eat only plants. Wild rabbits live almost 
everywhere on earth. They live in deserts, forests, 
grasslands, and wetlands.

These three creatures aren’t the same in every 
way. Most important, only rabbits make good pets. In 
nature, rabbits live in holes in the ground called 
warrens. They are good diggers, which can get them 
into trouble when they live indoors as pets. A baby 
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rabbit is called a kit, or kitten. At first, their 
eyes are closed and they have no fur. 

Hares are larger 
than rabbits. Their long 
ears stand straight up. 
They nest on the 
ground in hollow  
spots called forms. A 
baby hare is called a 
leveret (LEH-vuh-ret). 
Leverets are born with 
fur and open eyes. 

Pikas are the smallest of the three. They have 
short ears and build haystacks in which to live.

For thousands of years, people have eaten 
rabbits and used their fur for clothing. Today, we 
think of rabbits as lovable and gentle pets. Unlike a 
dog, you don’t have to walk a rabbit. Rabbits are 
friendlier than most cats. Like dogs and cats, they do 
need love. Your house rabbit will need a lot of 
attention. 

You’ll know your rabbit is happy if it “goes 
binky.” The rabbit shakes its head from side to side 
and hops forward. In mid-hop, it kicks its legs 
sideways. 

Even though they can’t bark or meow, rabbits 
can communicate (kuh-MYOO-nih-kayt). Your 

Wild rabbits have 
good hearing, so they 
can tell when danger 
is coming their way.
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rabbit will bump your foot with its nose when it 
wants attention. Happy rabbits grind their teeth. 
When they’re calm, they rest on their sides. 

Don’t expect your rabbit to be happy all the 
time. Thumping a back foot or shivering means that 
your rabbit is unhappy or angry. Sometimes a rabbit 
will even turn its back to you if it’s upset. An 
annoyed rabbit might swish its tail. If your rabbit 
growls or pushes your hand away, leave it alone for 
a while. 

Your rabbit will need lots of space to run and 
play. It will require a lot of your time. In return, your 
rabbit will rub you with its nose, lie close to you on 
the floor, and make you laugh.

Pikas are related to rabbits, but they don’t make good pets. They 
are shy, and chances are you’ll never see one in the wild.
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