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a furry friend

Chapter 
One 1

Would you like a furry pet that likes to jump, play, 
cuddle, and purr? If so, a kitten could be the perfect 
pet for you. Baby cats are called kittens, and they like 
to be with people. They enjoy playing games, chasing 
string, and batting balls with their paws. Kittens love 
sitting on a person’s lap and being petted. They are 
small and like to live inside with people. Kittens make 
great pets.

Have your parents said that a pet would be too 
messy in the house? Kittens are neat and tidy animals. 
They do not often need a bath because they use their 
tongue and paws to clean their fur. Kittens are also 
tidy about their bathroom habits and quickly learn to 
use a litter box.

Do your parents say that a pet needs lots of 
room? Are they worried about exercising a pet? You 
can tell them that kittens do not need a lot of space. 
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A scratching post with platforms allows kittens to climb and safely 
sharpen their claws. While some owners choose to declaw their 
animals, others consider declawing to be cruel. Instead of declawing, 
some pet owners apply claw covers such as Soft Paws.
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They are happy living in small apartments and are good 
pets for people who live in towns and cities. Kittens 
do not need to go to the park for exercise, and they 
do not need to be walked on a leash. They exercise 
by jumping and running around the house. Because 
they are so active, it is important to 
keep their play space clean and free 
from objects that could hurt them. 
Kittens must be supervised to ensure 
they don’t tear up 
things they 
shouldn’t—like 
furniture, carpets, or 
curtains.

Do your parents 
think it costs too 
much for a pet? You 
can tell them that 
kittens are not too 
expensive. You can 
adopt kittens from animal shelters, or you can look in 
the newspaper to find people who are giving away 
kittens for free. Kittens do not need lots of expensive 
food. Most kittens like to eat dry cat food. They only 
need about a cup of food a day. Kittens do need 
regular visits to the veterinarian (veh-truh-NAYR-ee-
un). Every year your kitten will need shots to keep him 

The world’s biggest cat 
weighed 47 pounds. The 
record for the smallest 
cat is one and a half 
pounds. Most cats weigh 
about 12 pounds.
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or her healthy. This can cost over $100. Sometimes 
kittens can become ill, and they may need medicine 
from a veterinarian. This is another 
cost of having a kitten for a pet.

When kittens are happy they will 
purr. Purring is a deep rumbling sound 
in the kitten’s chest. It is 
fun to pet a kitten and 
make it purr.

Petting a kitten 
can also make you feel 
better when you have 
had a bad day. Doctors 
have found that when 
people sit quietly and 
pet a kitten, their hearts 
beat slower. That 
makes their blood 
pressure lower, and low blood pressure is a good 
thing. You can tell your family that having a kitten will 
be good for their health.

Kittens are fun to watch. They are great athletes. 
This is because they have a good sense of balance. If 
they jump or fall, they usually land on their feet. They 
have special muscles that help them twist their bodies 
in the air. Kittens have strong leg muscles. They learn 
to climb and jump when they are very young.

Cats will spend about a 
third of the day 
grooming. Their tongues 
have backward-facing 
spikes that are rough and 
feel like sandpaper. 
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Kittens are smart and love to learn. Sometimes 
people think that you cannot teach a kitten tricks. That 
is because kittens are independent (in-dee-PEN-dunt). 
They like to explore on their own and do what they 
want. But kittens can learn rules and how to obey. 
You can teach your kitten to come and sit, to lie 
down, and maybe even how to ring doorbells and 
flush toilets.

Kittens are naturally playful and love to pounce and wrestle with 
other cats. Some owners do not allow their kittens outside. Cats are 
natural predators, and are known to hunt songbirds. Keeping your 
kitten inside will also keep your pet safe.
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