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DISCLAIMER: The sport of surfing should not be attempted without extensive
training, experience, proper protective gear, and professional assistance. This is both
a high risk and dangerous sport and may result in or cause serious injury to oneself
or another and may even cause death. Always consult with a trained professional in
surfing before trying this sport. Mitchell Lane Publishers shall not be held liable for
any injuries to or damages caused by individuals attempting this sport. Always Put
Safety First.
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JAWS

Like a big shark, the wave tried to eat
Garrett McNamara (GAIR-it MAK-na-mayr-uh).
It stretched its mouth 50 feet toward the blue
Hawaiian (huh-WY-in) sky.  White froth poured
from its mouth like saliva.

Balanced on his surfboard, Garrett tucked
under the wave’s lip. The wave, called Jaws, licked
Garrett’s shoulders and face, blinding him.
Once. Twice. Three times. His heart pumped
wildly inside his chest. He felt the pull on his
feet inside the footstraps holding him to his
board. He could hear nothing but silence.
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CHAPTER ONE

And then with the energy of a winter
avalanche (AA-vuh-lanch), the wave exploded.
It vomited Garrett from its mouth. Garrett felt
as if he had been picked up by a powerful
tornado and tossed across the Pacific Ocean.

He opened his eyes. He was not hurt. It was
a ride he would never forget. For 38-year-old
Garrett McNamara, it was his best day in the
history of extreme surfing.

In extreme surfing, surfers are towed out
into the ocean behind skidoos (skee-DOOZ)
to ride monster-sized waves. The surfers are
propelled onto and into the wave using the
machine’s power. It is a dangerous team sport.
It combines fear with fun.

Surfers come from all over the world
to tame the wave known as Jaws. But on
November 26, 2003, no one controlled it
better than Garrett McNamara. On this day,
Garrett McNamara, or G-Mac, showed the
world why he is the current tow-in or extreme
surfing champion of the world.
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JAWS

Each wave has parts. The crest is the
highest part. The trough (trawf) is the lowest.
The lip is the part at the top that curls under.
Wave height is measured from trough to crest.
The distance between waves is the wavelength.
It is measured from crest to crest. The wave
face points toward the beach, and its back
points away.

A wave’s height is measured from its trough, the lowest point,
to its crest, the highest point. Garrett dreams of being the first
extreme surfer to ride a wave that is 100 feet high or greater.
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