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ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Claire O’Neal has always loved playing in the snow, 
though her winter games are much tamer than Ms. Jacobellis’s. A versatile author, Dr. 
O’Neal has published professional scientific papers and poetry, in addition to several 
books with Mitchell Lane Publishers. She holds degrees in English and Biology from 
Indiana University, and a Ph.D. in Chemistry from the University of Washington. She 
lives in Delaware with her husband, two young sons, and a fat black cat.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE: This story is based on the author’s extensive research, 
including an e-mail interview with Lindsey Jacobellis, and on numerous books and 
articles, which are listed on page 30. While every possible effort has been made 
to ensure accuracy, neither the publisher nor the author will assume liability for 
damages caused by inaccuracies in the data, and makes no warranty on the accuracy 
of the information contained herein. This story has not been authorized or endorsed 
by Lindsey Jacobellis.

DISCLAIMER: The sport of snowboarding should not be attempted without 
extensive training, experience, proper protective gear, and professional assistance. 
This is both a high-risk and dangerous sport and may result in or cause serious 
injury to oneself or another and may even cause death. Always consult with a trained 
snowboarding professional before trying this sport. Mitchell Lane Publishers shall not 
be held liable for any injuries to or damages caused by individuals attempting this 
sport. Always Put Safety First.
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Mountain Resort; p. 27—Carly Peterson.

PLB

Lindsey Jacobellis book.indd   2 8/28/08   10:19:57 AM



TABLE OF CONTENTS
Chapter One
Double Trouble ..................................................................... �

Chapter Two
Fast Start ............................................................................... �

Chapter Three
The Big Biff .........................................................................13

Chapter Four
Lucky Lindsey .....................................................................1�

Chapter Five
Beyond Boarding ................................................................23

Chronology .........................................................................28
Glossary ..............................................................................2�
Find Out More.....................................................................30

Books .............................................................................30
Works Consulted ...........................................................30
On the Internet ..............................................................31

Index ...................................................................................32

Words in bold type can be found in the glossary.

Lindsey Jacobellis book.indd   3 8/28/08   10:20:22 AM



CHAPTER
ONE

�

DOUBLE TROUBLE
Fifteen-year-old Ben Jacobellis (JAY-kub-EL-iss) 
wanted his family to try something new. On their 
family skiing trip in 1996 to Stratton Mountain, 
Vermont, Ben hung up his skis and rented a 
snowboard. When he quickly got the hang of it, he 
passed his enthusiasm (en-THOO-zee-az-um) to the 
rest of the family, including his ten-year-old sister, 
Lindsey. “Since I wanted to do everything my brother 
did when I was younger,” Lindsey says, “I naturally 
wanted to snowboard.”

After Ben introduced her to snowboarding, 
they practiced together. She had to learn to be fast 
and tough to chase her brother down the slopes. 
Improving quickly, she competed in Friday night 
snowboard races on Stratton Mountain. She raced 
against boys because there were no races for girls 
her age. 
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CHAPTER ONE

Lindsey is still racing today, but there is no 
longer any question about how fast she is. She just 
lets her four X Games gold medals, 19 appearances 
on the World Cup podium, and a silver Olympic 
medal do the talking.

Her record is even more impressive when 
you consider that Lindsey is a double threat. Most 
snowboarders specialize in one event, but Lindsey 
competes in both halfpipe and boardercross events. 
In halfpipe, snowboarders use a large U-shaped 
course dug out of the snow to perform acrobatic 
tricks on their snowboards, such as grabs, flips, and 
spins. 

Lindsey’s favorite, though, is boardercross—also 
called snowboard cross, boarder X, or just SBX. 
This fast, dangerous, and exciting race has been 
compared to motorbike racing and NASCAR. Racers 
compete, usually four at a time, by snowboarding 
down a course to the finish line. Jumps, hills, and 
turns throughout the course allow racers to pass their 
opponents or, more often than not, to crash. 

As Lindsey told interviewer Brendan Payne, “It’s 
what I grew up doing with my brother. I’ve grown up 
chasing those guys down and trying to catch them 
and be as fast and tough as they have been.” 
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DOUBLE TROUBLE

Lindsey is considered to be the greatest 
boardercrosser—man or woman—in the history of 
the sport. And, at twenty-three years old, she’s just 
getting started.

Lindsey (red) flies off a jump in the boardercross final of the 
Snowboard World Championships in Switzerland in January 2007.
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