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Blake wants to sell his brother, Braden, to another family. 
Savannah wants to fight Mary because of an insult.  

Braden sooo wants to sneak out of class to play kickball.
The characters in this fast-paced story face conundrums that make each of them 
consider solutions that are inappropriate, ill-advised or irresponsible.

Fortunately some good old-fashioned fatherly advice, coupled with a tried-and-true 
strategy for solving problems, are put to good use to keep everyone safe and satisfied. 
This story introduces and encourages readers to use  SODAS (Situation, Options, 
Disadvantages, Advantages, and Solution) as a way to logically and thoughtfully 
figure out how to solve any problem, from the silly to the serious.  

Award-winning author Bryan Smith’s teaching style comes through 
in this insightful tale from his Executive FUNction book series. 
Like the other titles in the series, this book adeptly weaves skill 
teaching into an amusing storyline to help readers become flexible 
thinkers, problem solvers and self-managers.
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BRYAN SMITH comes from a family of educators and has worked in the education field for more than  
15 years. Bryan began his career as an elementary school teacher before realizing he had a talent for helping 
children deal with difficult issues. He has since become a school counselor, where he excels at teaching students 
life skills that will take them far and help them succeed. He is married and has two children.

LISA M. GRIFFIN holds a BFA in Illustration and is an active member of the Society of Children’s  
Book Writers and Illustrators. Lisa is married and has three children.

“In my experience with kids, the most appealing stories are written from the 
perspective of relatable characters who are dealing with relevant topics. This is  

a great book to teach problem solving, whether you’re at school or at home.”

    – Kim Beard, MS, 3rd-Grade Teacher
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Do any of you have  
whiny brothers or sisters who 

always get their way? 

Hey 
everyone!
It’s me, Braden.

 
It’s so annoying.
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My brother, Blake, and I argue ALL THE TIME. Our mom says we both  
need to become better problem solvers. I say Blake just needs to listen  
to me – his smarter, older brother. Then everything would be fine.

Things sure weren’t okay two days ago when Blake and I walked into  
the game room and grabbed the video game controller at the same time.

The TUG of WAR was on! 
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Since I’m a lot stronger, 
I easily yanked it out 
of his hand. Of course, 
Blake cried and that’s 
when Dad walked in.
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