
A Story  
about Autism  
and Its Gifts“This book touched me not just as a pediatrician, but also as the mom of an  

autistic son. Julia Cook has truly captured the beauty and uniqueness of these  
kids. I will be recommending this book to patients, colleagues, family members,  

friends, teachers, or anyone who wants to understand more about autism.” 
           – Dr. Melissa Reinhardt, pediatrician

CHILDREN/LIFE SKILLS

his is the heartwarming and illuminating story of Zak, a young boy living with autism who wants you to 
understand how he experiences the sights and sounds of the world around him.

Zak knows he’s not quite like his siblings and classmates. Bright lights and big crowds send him into freak-out 
mode. Hugs make him uncomfortable, too. His atypical behaviors, from flapping his arms to  
spinning his body, seem so out of place. But for Zak, that’s just how he copes.

Despite some peculiar behaviors, Zak’s desires and disappointments are as ordinary  
as any child’s. He loves watches; he hates being excluded. As Zak embraces life  
the only way he knows how, he teaches those around him important lessons  
about fairness, patience, curiosity and independence.

From the pen of award-winning author Julia Cook, Uniquely Wired is written  
for K-6 students and all those who live, work, play or go to school with  
children on the autism spectrum or those who have other special needs.
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JULIA COOK, a former educator and school counselor, has written dozens of books  
for children and teachers, including the popular page-turners I Just Don’t Like the Sound of No!,  
Making Friends Is an Art! and The Worst Day of My Life EVER! Her activity guides for teachers offer classroom-ready 
fun to reinforce the life lessons shared in her storybooks. Among her many awards, Julia has received the Association for 
Educational Publishers Distinguished Achievement Award, and her books have been honored by The National Parenting 
Center and Mom’s Choice Awards.

ANITA DUFALLA is an award-winning illustrator, editorial art director and  
university adjunct faculty member in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Some people say I have a disability. I don’t see it that way at all.

I am .
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I am Zak. 
I have autism. 

Some people say I have a disability.  
I don’t see it that way at all. 
I am

I don’t see the world the way  
most people do. 

I have an incredible brain, and  
I have a lot of gifts to share.

!
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MY MEMORY IS AMAZING...  
when it comes to things I am interested in. I used to be into trains— 

I mean really into trains. It’s like I had TRAIN BRAIN .
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     the
LONGEST  

train on record was 

4.568  

miles!

There are three 

categories of 

locomotives: 

PASSENGER 

FREIGHT 

SHUNTING

49

I can tell you ANYTHING and  EVERYTHING  about trains.

1st
 trainwas built by 

Richard Trevithick1804
 IN 

speed limit
 -of-  
 a US
FREIGHT TRAIN

A few years ago, I grew out of trains. 

    Now I’m into watches. I mean really into watches. 

TOP US speed limit –of a–passenger  TRAIN
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In OTHER  

countries
TRAINS can 

GO OVER 

200 MPH

The



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’ve Just Finished your Free Sample 
 

Enjoyed the preview? 
 

Buy:  http://www.ebooks2go.com 

https://www.ebooks2go.com/boys-town-uniquely-wired



