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TOUCHDOWN!

two
GOOD TIMES and BAD

three
MAKING a NAME for HIMSELF 12

four
LEAPING OVER the
COMPETITION

five
GETTING PAID and
GIVING BACK




your first football practice
of the season!” Coach Matthews motioned for
all the players to gather around him. It had been
a long and hot first day of school for the fourth
graders. But now it was time for some fun. The

only good thing about summer ending was the
start of football.




Niko hoped they would begin with
squat jumps at practice. He had watched
his brother, Alex, do these exercises last
year. He had even learned to do them
himself. Niko had some natural talent for
the game. But he also knew that being a
good football player required lots of hard
work. He wanted to make his brother proud.

“The first thing we are going to do is choose our
nicknames,” Coach Matthews announced. “During
practices you will be known by the name of your
favorite player”

“I call Tom Brady!” three boys and one girl said at
once, all choosing the popular New England Patriots
team captain in the National Football League (NFL).

The coach smiled. It wasn't the first time several
players all wanted the same nickname. “I tell you what,”
he said. “Let’s take turns choosing a name and
explaining why you want that particular one. We will
start with you.” The coach pointed to Niko, who knew
immediately who he wanted to be.
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“T'll take Todd Gurley,” he answered
without delay.

“Gurley?” Nikos friend Eli wondered. “He
only has a rating of 90 on the Madden NFL
19 video game. Brady has a 99”

“Yes, but Gurley has scored more
touchdowns than any other running back in
the NFL,” Niko replied. His brother played
the running back position, too.

“You know your stats,” Coach Matthews
told Niko. He then added, “Gurley has even
scored more than some starting quarterbacks.
Good choice”

“Wait, I want to be Todd Gurley, too!” Eli
pleaded.

“Sorry;” the coach said. “That name is
taken. Now tell me about this Brady fellow”



Todd Gurley had help achieving
his dreams to be a football star
from his high school coach.
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