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CHAPTER ONE

Readers who saw the July 2018 issue of Forbes 
magazine might have been surprised at the face 
on the cover. Forbes, one of the top business 
magazines, published an article on America’s 
women billionaires. Staring out from the cover 
was Kylie Jenner. At the time, she was only 20 
years old. Her company was worth an astonishing 
$900 million.
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5

Jenner was no stranger to wealth and 
fame. She was the youngest member of the 
Kardashian-Jenner family. Her older sisters 
had all made fortunes of their own. So had 
her parents. But no one in the family had 
risen as high or as fast as Kylie.

Kylie Jenner, Khloe Kardashian, Kim Kardashian, 

Kourtney Kardashian, and Kendall Jenner at the 

People’s Choice Awards in 2011.
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Jenner made her fortune selling makeup. Her 
company, Kylie Cosmetics, started in 2016. The 
company’s first product was a $29 lip kit that 
included matching sets of lipsticks and lip liners. By 
the summer of 2018, Kylie Cosmetics had sold more 
than $630 million worth of makeup. And Jenner 
owned 100 percent of her company.

Many people believe that Jenner’s success came 
through her family’s money. Her mother and 
manager, Kris Jenner, is quick to deny that. She told 
US Weekly magazine that to start the company, 
“Kylie used her own money that she worked hard for. 
She didn’t get a dime from anybody.” Kris even 
warned Jenner that her lipstick idea could flop. “I 
said to her, ‘Kylie, these better be  
colors that you really like because  
you’re either going to be  
successful or you’re wearing  
this lipstick for the rest of  
your life!’” 
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Young and Rich

Jenner has certainly proved 
her mother and many other 
people wrong. But 
it isn’t just her 
lipstick colors 
that made 
this young 
lady rich 
and famous. 
Kylie Jenner is 
a smart 
businesswoman 
who learned how to 
market herself and 
her company 
through social 
media. It is a skill 
she learned in her 
earliest childhood.

Kylie Jenner arrives at the MTV 
Video Music Awards at Radio 

City Music Hall in New York, 2018.
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