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"Mom, it’s almost time for my 
game,” Toby said. He was hoping to cut his 
multiplication practice short. But deep down 
he knew his mother wouldn’t budge.

“Just a few more,” she promised. “How 
about three times nine?”

CHAPTER ONE

GETTING
Done,Together

it
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5

“Twenty-seven,” he answered proudly. 
She had been quizzing him 
every night this week, 
helping him prepare for 
his big test tomorrow. He 
appreciated her help. 
When he started, 
multiplication felt 
overwhelming. Now she had 
a hard time stumping him.

“Good job,” she said as she 
reached for the television 
remote.

“Hey, no fair!” Toby scolded. She 
never allowed him to watch TV 
while studying. “If I can’t watch, 
neither can you.”

“I’m not watching,” she replied while scrolling 
through the electronic guide. She set the recorder 
for the Boston Celtics game. “I’m just making 
sure I don’t miss my second-favorite basketball 
player.” She was talking about Jayson Tatum. Toby 
was her favorite.

JaysonTatum.indd   5 02/07/19   7:43 PM



He had forgotten that the Celtics were playing 
tonight. Toby loved that his mother enjoyed 
basketball as much as he did. His father liked it, 
too. But he lived on the West Coast now. Toby’s 
mom was raising their son by herself. Still, she 
always made it to his games and made sure he 
stayed on top of his school work. 

CHAPTER ONE
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8x9
8x98x9

Getting it Done, Together

7

Toby had heard that Jayson Tatum was also 
raised by a single mother. Tatum was so inspired 
by her that he started a foundation to help other 
single moms. Maybe one day Toby would become 
a famous basketball player like his idol. He could 
picture his own mom cheering him on in the 
stands as he sank three-pointers.

“What are you smiling about?” his mother asked 
just then.

“Just how much I love you, Mom,” he answered.
“I love you, too, kiddo. But that’s not going to 

get you out of finishing your math,” she said. 
“Now, what’s eight times nine?”
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