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CHAPTER ONE

Gal Godot was not happy. She had entered 
the 2004 Miss Israel beauty pageant because it 
had seemed like a fun thing to do. “I thought it’d 
be cool to tell my grandkids that grandma was in 
the Miss Israel pageant,” she told a reporter from 
Glamour fashion magazine.

During the pageant, Gadot was interviewed by 
judges. She had to give her opinion about many 
subjects. She walked down a fashion show 
runway modeling evening gowns. She even had 
to sing and perform onstage. All the while, 
judges watched everything she did.

Winner

AReluctant
CHAPTER ONE
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Miss Israel Gal Gadot in 2004

5

To her surprise, Gadot won the pageant. Gadot was 
excited, but she was also very scared. Being Miss Israel was 
a big job. She had to represent her country around the 
world. She visited schools. She made speeches. She raised 
money for charity. Gadot didn’t really mind doing these 
things. The problem was that winning Miss Israel meant 
she would compete in the Miss Universe pageant. And 
Gadot definitely did not want to win that contest!
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CHAPTER ONE
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Gadot decided she would do everything she 
could to lose the pageant. She showed up late 
to events. She did not wear makeup or fix her 
hair. She refused to wear gowns to some 
events. “I was very naughty. I’m a really good 
girl but because I was afraid I would win 
again. I came late in all the rehearsals and I 
wasn’t wearing the right evening gowns.”

To her relief, Gadot did not win the Miss 
Universe title. Now she was free to get on with 
her life. Gadot had many big plans. She would 
join the military. She would go to college and 
get a job as a lawyer. However, Gadot’s life did 
not turn out the way she expected. The next 
few years would be full of surprises.
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A Reluctant Winner

7Gadot as Miss Israel waves at photographers as she 
competed for the Miss Universe contest in 2004.
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