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CHAPTER ONE

"What time do you need to be at 
football practice Saturday?” Grant’s mom 
asked. She was scrolling through her calendar 
computer application as she joined him at the 
kitchen table. “I can drop you and Michah off 
if his mom can pick you up.”

CHAPTER ONE

NEXTGeneration
The
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5

“We don’t have practice Saturday 
morning,” Grant said, gulping down the 
hot cocoa she had made the two of them. 
He hugged his mug with both hands. The 
October air had already turned cold, and 
his fingers were still freezing from taking 
out the garbage after dinner.

“No practice?” She looked up from reading 
on her smartphone. She figured she had heard him 
wrong. “Don’t you have a playoff game on Sunday?”

“Yup,” he replied. “The coach bumped our practice to 
the afternoon. We are spending the morning 
volunteering for Habitat for Humanity.”

“You are going to help build houses?” 
“Well, little ones. We are building birdhouses for new 

homeowners. The coach talked to us about the 
importance of giving back to our community. The 
birdhouses will be ready the same day the families get 
their house keys.”

“What a great idea,” his mother said. “I’ve read some 
interesting things about that organization.”

“Like what?” 

Deshaun Watson.indd   5 02/07/19   7:35 PM



CHAPTER ONE

6

“Well, did you know that one of your favorite NFL 
(National Football League) players is a 
spokesperson?” She was referring to Deshaun 
Watson, quarterback for the Houston Texans.

“I did,” Grant replied. “Did you know that Watson 
actually grew up in a Habitat for Humanity home? 
He also received the first Next Generation award 
from the organization in 2015. It is for kids of 
Habitat homes who go on to achieve great things.”

“I didn’t know that,” his mother admitted. “It 
sounds like your coach chose a great way for your 
team to give back.” 

“Actually, I suggested the idea. The coach asked 
everyone to come up with ways we could give back. I 
learned about Habitat for Humanity in an article I 
read about Watson. So I went to the organization’s 
website and found directions for building the 
birdhouses there.”

“You know,” Grant’s mother said, “I think you just 
might go on to do great things yourself, kiddo.”
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7
Watson's goal is always to get 

the ball in the end zone.
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